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Women's suffrage is the right of women to vote and to hold an elected office.
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When did women get the right to vote?

You may think that women have always had the right to vote, but this is far from the truth. Up until the 1900s, most
democracies throughout history only allowed men to vote. This includes the democracies of Ancient Greece, the Roman
Republic, and early democracies in Britain and the United States. In the United States women were not allowed to vote
until the passage of the 19th amendment in 1920. That's less than 100 years ago. In some countries the date was much
later, such as in Kuwait where women weren't given the right to vote untit 2005. In other countries the date was earlier,
as in New Zealand which pioneered women's suffrage in 1893.

History of Women's Suffrage in the United States

Gaining equal rights for women including the right to vote in the United States was a long and slow process. The first real
fight for women's suffrage came out of the antislavery movement by the abolitionists in 1840s and 50s. These people felt
that not only should slavery come to an end, but that all people should be treated equal regardless of race or gender.

Seneca Falls Convention

The first women's rights convention was held in Seneca Falls, New York in 1848. Around 300 people attended the meeting
which was led by Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. The main outcome of the meeting was the "Declaration of
Sentiments", a document similar to the Declaration of Independence. It stated that women should have equal rights to
men including the right to vote.

National Women's Suffrage Association

In 1869, women leaders Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton formed the National Women's Suffrage Association.
The main goal of this group was to get an amendment passed that would allow women to vote. They wanted the 15th
amendment to include the right for women to vote as well as people of any race. However, the 15th amendment passed
in 1870 allowing all men regardless of race to vote, but not women. Another women's suffrage group was formed in 1869
called the American Woman Suffrage Association. The leaders of this group included Lucy Stone, Julia Ward Howe, and
Henry Blackwell. The two groups disagreed on whether to support the 15th amendment without the right for women to



vote. In 1894, the two groups merged under the leadership of Susan B. Anthony and became the National American
Woman Suffrage Association. Their main goal was to get the 19th amendment passed.

Gaining the Right to Vote in the States

Although women did not have the right to vote from the federal government, they began to make progress in certain
states and territories. In 1869, the Wyoming Territory granted the right to vote to women. Later, in 1830, Wyoming only
agreed to join the Union as a state if women would be allowed to vote. In 1893, Colorado became the first state to adopt
an amendment that granted women voting rights. Soon other western states followed including Utah and Idaho in 1896
and Washington State in 1910. More and more states began to make amendments to their constitution and the
momentum for the passage of the 19th amendment grew in the early 1900s.

The 19th Amendment

In 1917, the National Women's Party was formed to help fight for women's rights. Leaders such as Alice Paul and Lucy
Burns organized protests in Washington. At the time, President Woodrow Wilson was against the 19th amendment. Alice
Paul was arrested and sent to jail where she held a hunger strike. In 1918, President Wilson changed his mind and decided
to support the amendment and on August 26, 1920 the 19th Amendment was signed into law.

1. How was the passage of the 19" Amendment beneficial for other groups (besides women) to gain civil rights?

2. Research and read about Susan B. Anthony — then tell me 5 facts about her life/contributions:

Read more at: http://www.ducksters.com/history/civil rights/womens suffrage.php
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Civil Rights Movement - Suffrage

Test Quiz

Questions on this quiz are based on information from
Civil Rights Movement - Suffrage.

. What does suffrage mean?
. The right to a fair trial

. The right to own a business
. The right to vote

. Freedom of religion

. All of the above

. True or False: The United States was the last country in the world to give women the right to vote.
. TRUE
. FALSE

. In what U.S. territory, which later became a state, were women first given the right to vote?
. New York

. Massachusetts

. California

. Ohio

. Wyoming

. Where was the first women's rights convention held?
. Seneca Falls, NY

. Boston, MA

. New York, NY

. Richmond, VA

. Philadelphia, PA

. What amendment to the U.S. Constitution guaranteed women the right to vote?

5th
14th
19th

. 21st
. None of the above

. What women's rights leader held a hunger strike in jail?
. Elizabeth Cady Stanton

. Alice Paul

. Susan B. Anthony

. Lucy Stone

. Henry Blackwell

. True or False: Women were allowed to vote in the early democracy of Ancient Greece.
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a. TRUE
b. FALSE

C.
d.
e

8. What U.S. state first passed an amendment giving women the right to vote?
a. Colorado

b. Vermont

¢. North Carolina

d. Florida

e. Texas

9. Which of the following women was a leader in the women's right movement?
a. Elizabeth Cady Stanton

b. Lucretia Mott

c. Susan B. Anthony

d. Lucy Stone

e. All of the above

10. Who was president when women gained the right to vote?
a. Abraham Lincoln

b. George Washington

c. John F. Kennedy

d. Woodrow Wilson

e. Andrew Jackson

About this quiz: All the questions on this quiz are based on information that can be found on the Civil Rights
Movement - Suffrage page at /history/civil_rights/womens_suffrage.php.

This quiz is copyright property of Ducksters and TSI. All rights reserved. Please visit www.ducksters.com.
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