	Name and Picture
	How did they challenge Absolutism
	What would they say in today’s world?

	John Locke
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	Locke was very important to the writers of the American Declaration of Independence and Constitution. For example, Locke said that all people had these basic rights: the right to life, to own property, and to revolt against unjust governments. He believed that all learning came from reason and not a gift at birth.
	

	Voltaire
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	Questioned religion doctrine and believed that science and human rights were more important than tradition.  Man could better themselves when treated fair and given the chance to educate themselves with scientific proof.
	

	Jean Jacques Rousseau
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	"Man is born free, and he is everywhere in chains." Because humans are corrupted by society, all people must enter into a social contract that requires people to recognize a collective "good will," which represents the common good or public interest. All citizens should participate and should be committed to the good of all, even if it is not in their personal best interest. He believed that living for the common good promotes liberty and equality.


	

	Thomas Hobbes
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	He suggested that people also needed to organize themselves into systems, which we call society or government. Men and women without any organization, in a "state of nature", would selfishly take care of themselves, and not care about anybody else. They would fight with other people all the time, and live lives that were "solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short." In order to have happy, peaceful lives, people needed to submit to government and reject religion.


	

	Lord Baron de Montesquieu
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	Developed the theory that governmental powers should be divided between executive, legislative, and judicial bodies and that all people had the right to life, liberty and property regardless of wealth.  In the late 1780s his theory became a reality when it was adopted as one of the fundamental principles of the U.S. governmental system.
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	Used science to explore his ideas. He set out to trust only that which is clearly and distinctly seen to be beyond any doubt. Anything that could be doubted was rejected. This included the teachings of the church. He believed that he could not trust his senses, because distance can distort what you see. He came to the conclusion that he could only trust mathematics because, awake or asleep, two plus three always equals five.


	


	Thomas Aquinas
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	a monk that believed that Aristotle’s "unmoved mover," a supreme being whose existence at the beginning of time set the universe in motion, was the same as the Christians’ God, who created all things. He believed that without God there was no universe because "to take away the cause is to take away the effect." Aquinas provided five proofs that show the existence of God in his book Summa Contra Gentiles. Aquinas also believed that all living things had souls, and that people's souls had the ability to reason.


	

	Ben Franklin
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	He founded a city hospital, organized a fire department, helped found what eventually became the University of Pennsylvania, established a professional organization for scholars called the American Philosophical Society, and helped establish the first subscription library in the American colonies.  His inventions include, electricity, the Franklin stove, bifocal lenses, the lightning rod. His scientific studies promoted an understanding of the Gulf Stream in the Atlantic Ocean and he encouraged "daylight-saving" time in summer. He did not patent any of his inventions or use them for profit, preferring to give them to the world for everyone's comfort and convenience.


	

	Francis Bacon
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	An English philosopher and statesman who developed the inductive method or Baconian method of scientific investigation, which stresses observation and reasoning as a means for coming to general conclusions. Bacon’s work influenced his later contemporary René Descartes


	

	David Hume
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	A Scottish philosopher and one of the most prominent figures in the field of skepticism during the Enlightenment. Hume took religion to task, asking why a perfect God would ever create an imperfect world, and even suggested that our own senses are fallible, bringing all observations and truths into question.


	

	Cesare Beccaria
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	An Italian politician who ventured into philosophy to protest the horrible injustices that he observed in various European judicial systems. Beccaria’s book On Crimes and Punishments (1764) exposed these practices and led to the abolition of many.


	

	Sir Isaac Newton
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	An English scholar and mathematician regarded as the father of physical science. Newton’s discoveries anchored the Scientific Revolution and set the stage for everything that followed in mathematics and physics. He shared credit for the creation of calculus, and his Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica introduced the world to gravity and fundamental laws of motion.


	


