Benchmark 3:  Study Guide

1. Be able to define each of the following terms and explain how they helped to cause WWI:

a. Militarism




g. Franz Ferdinand

b. Nationalism




h. Schlieffen Plan

c. Imperialism




I. Gavrillo Princip

d. Alliances




j. The Zimmerman Telegram

e. Assassination




h. The Spanish Flu Pandemic (not a cause)

f. The Black Hand

2. Be able to define each of the following terms and explain their role in WWII:

a. Austria’s Annexation



f. Benito Mussolini

b. Invasion of Poland



g. Winston Churchill

c. D-Day





h. Adolf Hitler

d. The Manhattan Project



i. Douglas MacArthur

e. Island Hopping




j. Franklin Roosevelt

3. Know which nations were in the Triple Entente during WWI as well as which nations were in the Triple Alliance (Central Powers).  The Triple Entente was made up mostly of England, Russia, France and eventually America.  The Triple Alliance Central Powers were mostly made up of Germany, Italy, Austria Hungary, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire.   During this war, Italy will switch sides and end up on the Entente. 
4. Know which nations were in the Allied Powers during WWII as well as which nations were in the Axis Powers.  The Allied Powers consisted of England (and all of her colonies), USSR, China and eventually America mixed in with various other smaller nations.  The Axis Powers mostly consisted of Germany, Italy and Japan. 
5. What is “The White Man’s Burden” and how did it effect the mid to late 1800’s?  in the 1800’s Europeans began to invade Africa and Asia for their resources.  After getting much negative response from most of the world, Europeans defended their actions as trying to help modernize the Africans and the Asia, going to a point where they claimed it was their responsibility to modernize and help them.  Social Darwinism was used as a way to justify their actions to a point that Rudyard Kipling wrote a poem called “The White Man’s Burden” to draw attention to what Europe was doing. As no one stopped Europe this allowed them to continue to colonize weaker nations and take their resources, people and national identity for their own gain. 
6. Be able to define the following terms:

a. Capitalism




e. Nationalism
b. Socialism




f. Urbanization
c. Communism




g. Factors of Production
d. Industrialization




7. What is “The Scramble for Africa” and why did Europe do it?  In the mid to late 1800’s, Europe had reached the height of it’s industrial might.  They were becoming extremely rich but also extremely short on supplies and resources.  Looking for the quickest, easiest targets and fastest return on investment, Europe targeted Africa.  In that day, most Africans still lived a very tribal lifestyle and could not defend themselves form the dominant military powers of Europe. 
8. Be able to explain what the Age of Industrialization is and why factories were always built near natural resources and easy modes of transportation.

9. What is the difference between capitalism, socialism, communism – you may see a passage that shows examples, you should be able to interpret them.

10. What was the major goal of the Berlin Conference?  The major goal of the Berlin Conference was to find a peaceful way to divide Africa up so that all European powers that attended would get a “piece of the pie” but not have to go to war over who got more/less resources form the divvying up of Africa. 
11. Be able to explain and discuss China’s Opium Wars
12. Be able to explain and discuss China’s Open-Door Policy

13. You do not need to know each of Wilson’s 14 Points of Peace, but be able to define and discuss the topic in general, what was the impact of it?  President Wilson wrote out 14 demands that Germany must agree to if they wanted the war to end, initially this was supported by most; but in the end no one in the Entente ratifies the treaty, Germany doesn’t agree to all terms, nor does our own Congress even ratify it – therefore the war rages on. The big point from this is document was the creation of “The League of Nations” (a predecessor to the UN) to oversee world conflict.
14. How was WWI the world’s first “Total War”?  While it had happened in the past, WWI was the first large scale war where the powers fighting purposely targeted civilian sites and the non-military combatants themselves.  It is also the first large scale war to take place on 3 different continents, 2 oceans and numerous seas. 
15. What is trench warfare

16. Be able to explain how the Treaty of Versailles not only ended WWI but caused WWII, especially it’s impact in the rise of Hitler

17. Be able to briefly explain the impact of the Russian Revolution on WWI.  Russia was one of the big 3 nations that signed an alliance to fight WWI together.  It was essential that Russia defeat the Germans and Austrians on the Eastern Front.  Their presence is what helped keep the massive German army divided throughout the war so that France would not be overrun in battle.  Russia quickly learns how far behind the rest of Europe they are in terms of military power and technology.  Russia is slaughtered in battle (especially at the Battle of Tannenberg) and the people begin to grow tired not only of losing their loved ones but starving to death while the royalty lived a life of luxury.  The Bolshevik party led by Vladimir Lenin starts a revolution to oust the Tzar, his family and their “religious and military advisor” Rasputin and install a new government which would be led by socialist guidelines.  Russia has to leave WWI to fight its own civil war, ultimately losing to the socialists.  This void is what many believe helped to draw America into the war to help our allies in England and France. 
18. Which nation betrayed their alliance in not only WWI but in WWII?  Italy
19. What were the major causes of the Great Depression? There are actually many many many causes of the Great Depression, the most commonly blamed events include:  buying on margin, poor investment practices, unsafe bank lending policies, citizens spending to excess during the Roaring 20’s without any plan to repay that debt, and the effects of the European Depression caused by the end of WWI and the Treaty of Versailles. 
20. What event(s) brought the USA into WWII?  While there are many reasons that America broke their neutrality and joined WWII, the major cause is the bombing of US Naval forces at the Military Base “Pearl Harbor” in Hawaii.  Within a few short years, Germany will also declare war against America forcing our troops into Europe as well as the Pacific region. 
21. What is “German Blitzkrieg” in WWII?  Blitzkrieg was a German term that meant “Lightning War”.  It describes Hitler’s plan to win WWII by mobilizing all his forces at once and moving as fast as possible to overwhelm nations into submission.  It almost worked. This was a vast difference from prior fighting in the world as most nations attempted to move slow and cautious to scare the enemy into surrender before the first battle had even been fought.  
The benchmark will be at least 50 questions and take place entirely in class.  Please use today and your time at home after this class to study as best you can.  I encourage you to write your answers on a separate piece of paper and keep it in your notebook so you can study when you get free time throughout the day.  Best of luck !!!
