Benchmark # 2 – Study Guide with Answers 
1. Who is Jean Jacques Rousseau and why is he famous?  Jean Jacques created the enlightened theory called the “Social Contract”.  He believed that all citizens should give up some rights for the betterment of the whole society.  The questions then became which rights do they give up and for how long they give them up.
2. Who is John Locke and why is he famous?  John Locke was an enlightened thinker who believed that all citizens should remain fiercely loyal to their government until that government starts to take your life, liberty or property, then he believed it was the job of every citizen to rebel against that tyrannical leader. 
3. Who is Thomas Hobbes and why is he famous?  Hobbes was an enlightened thinker who advocated for having a monarch and a very strict one at that, almost bordering on a dictator.   He believed that all of mankind was inherently evil and given the chance man will do evil over good, therefore the only way to protect society and your rights was to give total power to the government. 
4. Who is Toussaint L’Overture and why is he famous?  L’Overture was a Haitian national that led the famous revolt against Napoleon and France.  In the end France sees Haiti as entirely too costly of an island and too costly war, so Napoleon agrees to sell off “Louisiana” to America to raise funds.  This was the initial cause of how we got the Louisiana Purchase. 
5. Who is Baron Lord Montesquieu and why is he famous?  Lord Montesquieu believed that given total freedom, all governments will become too powerful and take the natural rights of man away.  Therefore, to prevent a government from becoming too strong, it must be broken up into three branches:  legislative, judicial, executive.  He also advocated for government to be watched and held accountable for oversight.
6. What is the Divine Right of Kings?  During the Age of Absolutism, the kings/queens of Europe believed that they had been divinely placed in power by God to rule over that nation, therefore they were not subject to any of “man’s” laws and could rule as they wanted to rule without repercussions.
7. Who are the Bourgeoisie and what is their role in French society?  The Bourgeoisie are France’s middle-class citizens.  Wealthy by French standards and had political influence even though they are merely regular citizens as the rest were. 
8. What is Absolutism?  Absolutism is the belief that monarchs hold total power over their subjects and can rule the nation as they and they alone see best.
9. What is a Republic? Give examples of current nations that have one  A republic is a style of government where the people of the nation elect the officials that will rule over them.  This concept started back with the Ancient Romans but died out upon the birth of “kings” once Rome  fell and Europe was born. 
10. What is Humanism, how does it relate to the Renaissance?  Humanism is the artistic movement that occurred in Italy during the pre-Renaissance era, where artists were encouraged to paint/sculpt/write/create art that represented true human nature and true human behaviors.  The idea was to capture real life as realistic as possible. This movement was in direct conflict with prior art as it rebelled against the old notion that art could only be religious in nature or show the glory of a king.
11. Who was Machiavelli and why is he famous? Niccolo Machiavelli was a famous Italian renaissance author who is often considered the father of modern philosophy.  His work often challenged the way Italians had changed from their old Roman ways and made people look at the benefits and negatives of current social and political events in Northern Italy.  
12. Who is Leonardo DaVinci and why is he famous? Leonardo Da Vinci is considered the most famous of the Renaissance artists.  He dabbled in painting, sculpting, science, engineering, religion and secret political activism. 
13. Define the Renaissance and why it is important  The Renaissance was a time period throughout Europe when artists of all genres were encouraged to experiment and produce art as they best saw fit, it was a time of artistic freedom (to some degree) and a period of European society reflecting on their changing society and moral views through the eyes of art. 
14. Define the Reformation and why it is important  The Reformation was a time period in Europe when key people in the Roman Church began to question various practices and the motives behind various decrees that priests were ruling on.  The most famous being a German monk named Martin Luther, who wrote 95 theses or statements of wrong doings and then nailed them to a cathedral door in public so that all could read for themselves and make up their own mind.  In the end, the Roman Church splits into Catholics that stayed loyal to the pope’s vision of the religion and Protestants who joined Martin Luther in protesting certain portions of Catholicism. 
15. What are the specific causes of the Protestant Reformation?  While there are many causes of the Reformation, some of the most predominant were the practices of selling indulgences – or paying a priest to forgive sin, some priests were becoming involved in political gains and distancing themselves from the people that worshiped under them, some priests were becoming almost nobility over the amount of money they were acquiring in lieu of their religious duties, the church itself had become deeply rooted in different military campaigns and the creation of treaties and the notion that salvation could only come from the approval of a priest and not through a direct relationship with God. 
16. How did Catholics and Protestants differ back then?  Many would not be able to tell the difference between Protestants and Catholics in the 1500-1600’s except that Protestants did not recognize the authority of the pope and that the Bible was used in religious ceremonies along with the language of the people attending.  Catholic services relied more on Latin and the traditional teachings of a priest. 
17. Define the English Reformation and what it created  After years of fighting between England’s King Henry VIII and Pope Clement VII over who truly holds the power to govern the religious doctrine of Christianity, Henry will not only leave the Catholic Church but create an English version called the Anglican Church or Church of England with him as the head of religious practices.  Henry was most notably upset over the laws that governed who and why you could divorce or annul a marriage as well as practices on how property was taxed and owned.
18. Galileo’s Heliocentric theory?  Through examining the experiments of Copernicus and conducting observations of the planet Venus, Galileo deducted that the Earth was not the center of the universe and that not only the Earth but all planets in our galaxy revolved around the sun.
19. Explain Galileo’s trial refer to your SAS Curriculum Pathways activity in class.  Pay attention to what he accused of “heresy” and what evidence was offered against him.  In the end, what was the verdict?
20. Why did peasants support Martin Luther’s protests against the Catholic Church?  Martin Luther challenged many of the financial practices of the Catholic Church, practices that he believed should not be in the religion and were done to hold the poor of Europe as “slaves” to the Church.  He advocated for self-connection to God and argued that priests should be no different in importance or forgiveness of sins than a common man.  Finally, Luther encouraged the use of the Printing Press to produce as many copies of the Bible as possible so that the common man could find religious answers by themselves when they felt that the local Church was not in line with religious views.  For the first time many “commoners” or poor peasants saw Luther’s views on religion as empowering them and not controlling them.   Some even saw that with knowledge came power – those who could learn to read would be free to ask questions and find answers, hence gaining a skill “reading” that was typically denied to the mass population.
21. What were the causes of the Italian Renaissance?  Artists, philosophers, musicians and authors began to relearn about the old Roman and Greek textbooks and the old Roman and Greek views on society, government, religion, culture and art become the craze of the day.  As Humanism grew, so did the desire to create art in a “human” way and not just a political or religious way.  Due to the success of the Medici banking system, nations and people that typically avoided each other, now did business on a regular basis and began to interact with each other. 
22. Who are the Medici family and why are they important?  The Medicis were among the wealthiest families in all of Europe.  Their wealth allowed them to establish financial banks in numerous nations, win the ear of many nobles and gain influence over not only the pope of that time but many kings.  It was their money that started the practice of paying artists to explore Humanist ideals and experiment with human nature in art vs. painting only items of a religious or noble origin.
23. How did the Renaissance spread to Northern Europe?  As cities in Northern Italy, such as Florence, Genoa and Milan, gained great wealth, threats of massive invasions became more of a reality.  Many artists feared the impending invasions (which never happened) and used the Medici Banks and trading routes to move to major cities in Northern Europe.  As the Renaissance philosophers and artists began to move to new nations, so did their art and the birth of the Northern Renaissance.
24. What effects did the printing press have on the Reformation?  Focus your answers to the ability to mass produce the Bible, enabled the religion to spread, the commoners to gain the power to read and educate themselves and it provided quick evidence to the topics that Luther and others were suggesting were not proper for Christianity.  In a day and age where information was passed at a very slow rate on foot, horseback or boat, the Printing Press allowed for pamphlets to spread rapidly at the same time. 
25. Explain the Spanish Inquisition During the 1400’s, Spain became unified under the rule of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella.  Their major goal as monarchs was not only to establish the dominant power that Spain possessed, but to purge their nation of anyone who did not follow Roman Catholicism – most notably anyone who was from the Jewish or Muslim faiths. Spain required that those who stayed in Spain testify to their political and religious beliefs, those who were found in violation of the Spanish monarch’s views were tortured or killed.
26. How was Renaissance art different from other eras?  Renaissance art was very realistic.  It painted regular human faces and bodies as the human eye would see them, not as “perfect” features with “perfect” clothing (prior to the Renaissance, the showing of partial or full exposed bodies was not condoned – think of the Vitruvian Man by DaVinci).  It did not always root itself in religious or nobility glorification.  Artists experimented with painting real life scenes that at times were sad, happy, romantic and/or showed the life of villagers.  Artists also used new mediums to produce their work, new clays, new paints, new canvases and new instruments.  Many also began to use the same marbles as the old Roman and Greek cultures did when creating statues. 
27. What is the Edict of Nantes? What is its significance?  The Edict of Nantes occurred when the King of France and the top French Cardinal officially allowed for those in their  nation that did not want to be Catholic to worship their own way.  Those protestants became known as Huguenots and eventually will not only be hunted down by France but forced to the New World helping to create many of the current states we live in - in today’s America.  They were the French version of the English Protestants. 
28. Who painted the Vitruvian Man what why is it famous?  Created by Leonardo DaVinci, the Vitruvian man not only showed a human in their natural human nude form with all body parts showing, it combined mathematics, medicine and science to study the development of the human body.  In it’s day and age, this was considered borderline heresy, borderline advanced, borderline adventurous and borderline masterpiece.  Because DaVinci was not put to death for this painting, many others began to do the same. 
29. Who is Donatello and why is he famous?  Donatello is a Renaissance artist famous for creating sculptures of famous people, most notably the statue of David.  He also mastered the art of carving wood and imprinting bronze.
30. Who is Raphael and why is he famous?  Raphael is a Renaissance artist famous for is paintings of the Madonna and various decorations inside the various cathedrals of Rome. 
31. Who were the big names of the Scientific Revolution?  Kepler, Copernicus, Galileo, Gutenberg, Newton
32. Explain Prince Henry’s role in starting the Age of Exploration During the Age of Exploration era, many Europeans were forbidden from sailing into the ocean for a lot of reasons.  Henry used his title, money and influence to create “sailing universities” which would teach all the skills necessary to conduct long distance voyages, he then sent explorers around Africa to find trade routes to India.  Because of the success of his financed expeditions, many other nations gained the courage to begin sailing the sea!
33. What were the major accomplishments of Portugal during the age of exploration Portugal explored the coast of Africa, found islands in the Atlantic, and established not only cities along the African coast, but trade routes to India.  Portugal will also colonize Brazil in South America.
34. What were the major accomplishments of Spain during the age of exploration Spain will be the first Europeans to establish water routes to the New World by going westward into the Atlantic Ocean and the first to colonize in the New World. They are also the catalyst of the Columbian Exchange or the time when Europeans and Natives first interacted and traded with each other. 
35. What were the major accomplishments of the Dutch during the age of exploration  The Dutch focused mostly on the Dutch East Indies between India and Southeast Asia, but also explored the region of the New World that is now called New York and New Jersey.
36. What were the major accomplishments of the English during the age of exploration  The English were also looking for a Northwest Passage to Asia, wanted to avoid the Spanish Armada and also gain lands all while keeping France and Spain from getting land.  Their relationship with the natives is good and bad depending on the day.  They will officially colonize the eastern seaboard of present-day America.  England is also desperately in need of lumber as they have cut down most back home. 
37. What were the major accomplishments of the French during the age of exploration  The French were looking for the Northwest Passage to Asia and attempted to avoid the Spanish Armada at sea.  Sailing drastically north they will enter a relatively peaceful co-existence with the natives.  They are looking to establish a trade network based on animal furs.  France was also the first nation we are aware of to land in the Outer Banks of NC – although they arrived and left very quickly without attempting to colonize. 
38. Explain the term God, Gold, Glory (the 3 G’s) The 3 G’s refer to God, Gold and Glory.  During the Age of Exploration Spanish explorers in the New World were sent to spread Christianity and convert the natives (God), find wealth and bring it back to Spain (Gold), or to further the Spanish Empire by gaining new lands and establishing Spanish culture in the native lands (Glory).  The 3 G’s could also be used in your defense should you commit a heinous crime in the New World and must appear before the King and Queen of Spain to defend your actions. 
39. Explain the significance of the Silk Road  Prior to the Age of Exploration, the Silk Road was a network of paths that allowed Europe, the Middle East, India and Asia to trade with each other.  Over the centuries, the “road” became increasingly dangerous to travel and more costly than many could afford.  This increased instability and rise in crime along the Silk Road is what many consider the catalyst for the Age of Exploration.
40. What was the 30 Years War and what are its historical significance  The 30 Years War was originally started by the various princes of modern-day Germany over religious viewpoints.  It quickly escalated to a political war when various nations around Europe brought armies to help either the Catholic or Protestant armies already fighting.  The end result is that much of Europe is separated into the names we know in today’s world and it established the practice that those who rule mandate which version of religion you can practice. 
