Transcendentalism
	Basic Beliefs

1.humans are basically good but become evil-bad-sinful due to society

2. you should avoid city and town life and move to the country to be closer to nature which is the only thing that is purely good

3. learn to be self-sufficient so you can avoid society and societies influence on your life

4. be individuals not followers

5. make the world better by ending various evils, you must do something physically to atone for the evils of slavery and inequality

6. find your strength, culture, religion and reason for being in nature
	Origins

1. roughly 1830-1860

2. Harvard – Boston Ma, but spread throughout New England and parts of Mid-Atlantic region

3. a direct reaction to intellectualism

4. to be intensely spiritual you must transcend past material goods and earthly ways of thinking that everything happens for a reason


	Reforms Suggested

1.taught that slavery was to be ended at all costs

2. individual freedoms are greater than collective 
3. personal choice in how you interrupt religion

4. religion should only be used in government to deal with slavery or social causes such as women’s suffrage and care for those in need but not in the daily operations of government over the people

	Why did it end?

1.the movement focused so heavily on the issue of slavery that many supporters felt betrayed in their own quest for equality

2. many began to grow tired of the demands of the lifestyle and the movement itself and began to go back to towns/cities by the late 1850’s

3. those who do leave the transcendentalist movement will go on to form many of the other reform movements of the mid and late 1800’s
	Key People

1.Ralph Emerson Waldo – students describe
2.Henry David Thoreau – wrote “Walden”, lived in a cabin for 2 years, claims nature made him more spiritual but cities made him more sinful, merged Hinduism with Christianity

3. Margaret Fuller – leader for feminist movement, editor of the Dial, help lead the Seneca Convention

4. Walt Whitman – students describe
5. Emily Dickinson – students describe
6. Elizabeth Palmer Peabody – created the first kindergarten in America to help educational needs

7. Louisa May Alcott – wrote little women

	Questions (use the back if more space is needed)
1.What are the most important components of the Transcendentalist movement?

2. Why did Transcendental principles drive people away yet thrive later in other movements under different names?

3. Why do you think Transcendentalists and Feminists became so closely associated?




