Objectives Prepare to Read
, 1. Explain why Lincoln issued the ? . . . .
i Emancipation Proclamation. O Reading Skill Wocabulary &

2. ldentify the effects of the
proclamation.

Explain How Events Are High-Use Words
Related in Time President restore, p. 524
Lincoln and others made many —
choices in fighting the war. They
Union made these choices in the context Key Terms and People
' of the events at the time. When .
: . o acipate p. 524

reading about history, 1tis

important to see how eventsin a eley, p. 524
| period are related in time. Do
events influence the attitudes
and decisions of people going
forward in time? Do they change
people’s actions and freedoms?

3. Describe the contributions of sustain, p. 525 1

African Americans to the

o .- Background Knowledge The first two years of war had
not been good for the North. However, the North's victory at
Antietam was a turning point. As you will now learn, that battle
created the conditions that ended slavery and led to a Union victory.

i Miain Idea Emancipating the Enslaved
L Lincoln was slow to decide on Many abolitionists rejoiced when the war began. They urged
emancipation but finally Tincoln to end slavery and thus punish the South for starting the war.
embraced it as a necessary war :
i1l measure. Lincoln Changes His Mind At first, the President resisted. He
l Al knew most northerners did not want to end slavery. “You..-
i i overestimate the number in the country who hold such views,” he told
i I one abolitionist. He feared that any action to emancipats, o 1€8
l | ‘ r | Vocabulary Suifder enslaved African Americans might make the border states secede.
tl ' restore (ree STOR) v. to bring back Lincoln said his goal was to restore the Union, even if that meant
R O to a normal state; to put back; to letting slavery continue. He stated this very clearly in a letter to aboli-
|!‘: ' II\ i l il tionist newspaper publisher g
il il €€ | could save the Union without freeing any slave, | would
! ‘ H do it, and if | could save it by freeing all the slaves, 1 would
\ Laut doit. ... What I do about slavery . .. I do because | believe
Al || |‘l ! it helps to save the Union.»?
|
; |
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Gradually, Lincoln began to change his m

im Portant sl

that he intended to 1ssue an Emancipation Procl
hers advised him to wait until after a succe

men

ind. He realized how
avery was to the South’s war effort. He told his Cabinet

amation. But Cabinet
ss on the battlefield.

A Famous Proclamation On September 22,1862, a few days

after Le
and issued a preliminary proclamation.

¢’s retreat from Antietam, Lincoln met again with his Cabinet

On January 1, 1863, Lincoln issued the final Emancipation Procla-
mation. This document had little immediate effect, however, because
it freed enslaved people only in areas that were fighting the Union.
Those were places where the Union had no power. The proclamation

did not apply to parts of the South alre
did it free anyone in the border states.

ady under Union control. Nor

The proclamation was both criticized and praised. Some abolition-
ists said itshould be applied throu ghout the country. White southerners
accused Lincoln of frying to cause a slave revolt. But many Union

soldiers were enthusiastic. They welcomed anything that weakened the
Emancipation Proclamation and

Gouth. “This army will sustain the

enforce it with the bayonet,” an Indiana soldier said.

Effe

Vocabulary Buiider

sustain (suh STAYN) v. to keep
going; to endure; to supply with
food; to support as just

¢« of the Proclamation Even though the proclamation

freed few slaves at first, it had other important effects. Above all, it
chaneed the Civil Warintoa struggle for freedom. This was no longer just
a fight to save the nation. [t was now also a fight to end slavery.

€CThat on the first day of January, in the
year of our Lord [1863], all persons held as
slaves within any State or designated part
of a State, the people whereof shall then
be in rebellion against the United States,
shall be then, thenceforward, and forever
free. ...

—Emancipation Proclamation, January 1, 1863

A Union general posted the announcement
atright, declaring the freedom of enslaved
African Americans in the part of Virginia

president Lincoln’s proclamation

parts of the United States.

-

ancipation Proclamation

specified that it applied only to certain
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Jon, 5th, 1803, Brig. Gen'l Commnanding.

(a) Understand Sequence In what order
were these two declarations issued?

(b) Compare In what way is the declara-
tion on the right more specific than
the one by President Lincoln?

-
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African American Soldiers

These are guards of the

107th Colored Infantry at Fort
Corcoran in Washington, D.C.
Critical Thinking: Apply
Information How did conditions
for African American soldiers
differ from those for white
soldiers?

Main Idea

African Americans fought for
the Union and made olher
contributions to the war effort.

Explain How Events
21 d) Are Related in Time
“mg™ Explain why these two
events are related in time: African
American soldiers fought for the
Union; President Lincoln issued
the Emancipation Proclamation.

526 Chapter 15 The Civil War

Also, the Emancipation Proclamation dashed any hopes that
Britain would recognize the South’s independence. Britain would not
help a government that was fighting to keep people enslaved.

In both North and South, Lincoln’s proclamation united African
Americans in support of the war. “We shout for joy that we live to
record this righteous decree,” wrote Frederick Douglass.

¥ Checkpoint How did the proclamation affect the war?

African Americans Help the Union

When the Civil War began, African American volunteers were not
permitted to join the Union davmy. Northern African Americans
appealed for the chance to help fight for the nation. However, not until
after the Emancipation Proclamation were many allowed to serve.

Volunteering for Service The Emancipation Proclamation
encouraged African Americans to enlist. Ultimately, 189,000 /A frican
Americans served in the Union army or navy. More than half were
former slaves who had escaped or been freed by the fighting. A“,
faced extra risks. If captured, they were not treated as prisoners ¢
war. Most were returned to slavery and some were killed.

. E . ' Ay
Black and white sailors served together on warships. In the army

. m (‘]1 [5

however, African American soldiers served in all-black regi
under white officers. They earned less pay than white soldiers

. . . v . Ly
Despite these disadvantages, African American regiments foub
Iy |'i-35pe-.l

a U nion

with pride and courage. “They ma ke better soldiers in eve
than any troops 1 have ever had u nder my command,”
general said of an African American regiment from Kansas.
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African American troops took part in about
40 major battles and hundreds of minor ones.
The most famous was the attack on Fort Wagner
in South Carolina by the 54th Massachusetts
Infantry on July 18, 1863. The unit volunteered
to lead the assault. As the soldiers charged,
Confederate cannon fire rained down. Yet the
54th reached the top of the fort’s walls before
being turned back in fierce hand-to-hand
fighting. The regiment suffered terrible losses.
Nearly half of its soldiers were casualties.

Thousands of African Americans supported
the Union in noncombat roles. Free northern
and emancipated southern African Americans
often worked for Union armies as cooks, wagon
drivers, and hospital aides.

Resisting Slavery In the South, many
enslaved African Americans did what they
could to hurt the Confederate war effort. Some
provided military and other kinds of infor-
mation to Union armies. Enslaved people had always quietly
resisted slavery by deliberately working slowly or damaging
equipment. But with many slaveholders off fighting the war, large
numbers of slaves refused to work.

Vi “icgoint  How did African Americans help the Union cause?

.- Looking Back and Ahead The Emancipation Proclama-
tion made the Civil War a fight to end slavery. After the war, the
Thirteenth Amendment banned slavery throughout the nation. The
next section tells how the war affected civilians on both sides.

) Reading Skill
3. Explain How Events Are
Related in Time Identify events
that happened after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation. Explain how

Con nrehension

and ritical Thinking

1. (a) identify Why did Lincoln at
first resist identifying slavery as
an issue of the Civil War?
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(b) Analyze Cause and Effect
What effect did the Emancipation
Proclamation have on slavery?

- (@) Recall In what ways did

African Americans participate in

the Civil war?

(b) Explain Problems What
Were three problems faced by
African American soldiers?

these events are connected.

Yocabulary Huiloe:
4. Write two deflinitions for
First, write a formal
definition for your teacher.
Second, write a definition in

everyday English for a classmate.

For: Self-test with instant help

Web Code: mya-5113

Writing

5. Use library or Internet resources to
find information about the African
American 54th Massachusetts
Infantry. Then, list the subtopics to
be included in a research paper
about the regiment. Write
a paragraph about one of those
subtopics. Identify some photo-
graphs and other nontext items
that you would include in a
research report on the 54th.
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