Absolutism & Enlightenment
Essential Questions & Standards

Prerequisite Knowledge:
Students should begin this unit with a firm grasp of prior content taught in the sixth grade curriculum.  Students should be able to discuss the role that monarchs and religion played in Europe’s history (15th – 18th centuries) as well as factors which led Europeans to enter the Renaissance and the Scientific Revolution.
Essential Questions:

· How did the French aristocracy view and react to Enlightenment ideals that questioned the "Divine Right of God?"

· Why is it so difficult to determine and maintain the most effective systems of government?

· How did the overthrow of Absolute Monarchs led to so many wars?

· What are the fundamental differences between "Absolutism" and "Enlightenment?"

· How was the overthrow of Monarchs influenced by Enlightenment thinkers?

· How did the Absolute Monarchs view the Enlightenment proponents?

· How do evolving cultural ideals (as well as those of individuals) influence and help form political thought?

Learning Objectives:

· H.1.2 - Philosophical writings that emerged during the Enlightenment impacted the development of political and societal trends.

· H.1.3 - Philosophical writings demonstrate a variety of opinions in their message about the most effective structure for government and society.

· C&G.1.1 - Absolutism was challenged by new political thought in Europe during the Enlightenment.

· C&G.1.2 - Enlightenment philosophers discussed the value of democratic ideals that impacted Western culture.

· C&G.1.4 - Enlightenment thought presented a variety of perspectives on the source of government power shifting from the absolute authority from god to the power of the common man.

· C.1.2 - The literature and art created by Enlightenment thinkers revolutionized society in Western nations.

Essential Standards:

· H.1.2 - Summarize the literal meaning of historical documents in order to establish context.

· H.1.3 - Use primary and secondary sources to interpret various historical perspectives.

· C&G.1.1 - Summarize the ideas that have shaped political thought in various societies and regions 
· C&G.1.2 - Evaluate how the Western concept of democracy has influenced the political ideas of modern societies.

· C&G.1.4 - Compare the sources of power and governmental authority in various societies 

· C.1.2 - Explain how cultural expressions influence modern society.

Major Topics:

· The Glorious Revolution
· Absolute Monarchs

· Enlightened Thinkers

· Political Concepts

