Events: French Revolution and the Napoleonic Era

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times..." Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities
Key events are listed below in random order. Create an index card for each event. Write the name of the event on the front of the card, and a brief explanation on the back. Use suggested web sites or other available resources to write explanations, but avoid using dates or direct references to one event occurring before or after another.

Place the events in sequential order, creating the pattern of the capital letter "R." Put the first events at the base of the "R"; with each additional event, move up the long stem and around the curved middle and end at the shorter stem.

· King Louis XVI calls the Estates General

· Robespierre's Reign of Terror

· Excessive spending and poor harvests lead to a financial crisis in France

· The Directory is installed

· The National Assembly adopts the "Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen"

· The Constitution of 1791 sets up a limited constitutional monarchy in France

· First and Second Estates join the Third Estate in the newly formed National Assembly

· The storming of the Bastille

· The Legislative Assembly declares war on Austria

· Louis XVI is executed

· The Tennis Court Oath

· The Great Fear in the countryside

· The Bread March on Versailles

Events for the Napoleonic Era

"Whose game was empires, and whose stakes were thrones./ Whose table earth—and whose dice were human bones." Lord Byron the Age of Bronze
Key events are listed below in random order. Create an index card for each event. On the front of the card, write the name of an event; on the back, write a brief, clear explanation of the event. Use suggested web sites or other available resources to write the explanations, but avoid using dates or direct references stating that an event occurred before or after another event. 

Place the events in sequential order, creating the pattern of the capital letter "N." Place the first event at the bottom of the first stem of the "N,"; with each additional event, move up to the peak and down the middle slope, and then back up the final line of the "N."

· Napoleon's coup d'etat, overthrowing the Directory

· Napoleon is declared Emperor

· Napoleon is exiled to St. Helena

· Napoleon is defeated at Leipzig

· Napoleon is defeated at Waterloo

· Spanish nationalists overthrow Napoleon

· Napoleon is defeated in Russia

· Battle at Cape Trafalgar

· Napoleon attempts to conquer Egypt and cut off English trade lines and is defeated by Horatio Nelson

· Napoleon is exiled to Elba

· The Continental System is implemented

· Napoleon is declared First Consul
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