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Topic: Imperialism in Africa







Title: Who’s Burden Is It?
Resources (primary resource documents, artifacts, material needs, etc.)

· Excerpt from The White Man’s Burden by Rudyard Kipling
· Excerpt from The Black Man’s Burden by Hubert Harrison

· Guiding Questions for each selection

· Maps of Africa: Colonialism - Modern

Common Core Standards

· All
Essential Standards 
· All
Background Information

· During the course of the year, students will have gained background knowledge in European expansion and imperialism, including the invasion and dominance of the African continent.
· During the course of the 6th grade year, students will have gained background knowledge in the existence and advancements of pre-colonial African nations, including those of sub-Saharan Africa.

· Students will have experience in annotating primary resources and in evaluating political cartoons.

Instructional Sequence (before, during, and after instruction)

Day 1 
The first sequence of activities will focus on answering two questions. These are a) how were Europeans able to rationalize their treatment of those they conquered and, b) how can we use primary resources to document the changing attitudes of the public.

Step 1(15 mins)
After an introduction to the topic, including a quick discussion of racism, students will read The White Man’s Burden by Rudyard Kipling. Students will read silently at first, then reread while annotating and addressing the questions in the margins of the text, and finally share those answers in pairs while answering the Guiding Questions provided. This activity will conclude with a full class discussion regarding the content of the questions, the tone and meaning of Kipling’s poem, and its relevance as a historical artifact. 
Step 2 (12 mins)
After completing the first activity, students will read The Black Man’s Burden by Hubert Harrison. Students will read silently at first, then reread while annotating and addressing the questions in the 
margins of the text, and finally share those answers in pairs while answering the Guiding Questions provided. This activity will conclude with a full class discussion regarding the content of the questions, the tone and meaning of Harrison’s poem, and its relevance as a historical artifact. 

Step 3 (8 mins)
Finally, students will examine the maps of Africa during the era of imperialism and the present day.  They should be noting the similarities they see in the political boundaries then and now, and forming opinions as to the significance of these similarities and differences.
Step 4 (3-4 mins) 
In answering the guided questions, students should relate what evidence they see in the maps with what they have read. The whole-class discussion that concludes these steps of the lesson should focus on the relationship and significance of these primary resources and the learning that has occurred about the age of imperialism, its causes, and its impact on the African peoples.
Excerpt from The White Man’s Burden
by Rudyard Kipling, 1899
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Take up the White Man's burden--
Send forth the best ye breed--
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives' need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild--
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden--
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain
To seek another's profit,
And work another's gain.

Take up the White Man's burden--
The savage wars of peace--
Fill full the mouth of Famine
And bid the sickness cease;
And when your goal is nearest
The end for others sought,
Watch sloth and heathen Folly
Bring all your hopes to naught…

Guiding Questions
  for The White Man’s Burden





What reasons does Kipling give in support of colonization by Western nations?

According to Kipling, how should those colonized be treated?

Kipling wrote this poem after the US took over the Philippines in the Spanish-American War in the late 1800s. These sentiments were wide-spread, however, and most historians would argue that they pre-dated that event by several hundred years. Knowing this, how might Westerners have used these beliefs to rationalize their treatment of specific peoples in Africa?

Why does Kipling call this the “White Man’s Burden?”

Kipling’s poem was popular and well received. How would this poem be received today?

Excerpt from The Black Man’s Burden
by Hubert Harrison, 1920











Take up the Black Man’s burden---

Send forth the worst ye breed,

And bind our sons in shackles

To serve your selfish greed;

To wait in heavy harness

Be-devilled and beguiled

Until the Fates remove you

From a world you have defiled.

 

Take up the black Man’s burden---

Your lies may still abide

To veil the threat of terror

And check our racial pride;

Your cannon, church and courthouse

May still our sons constrain

To seek the white man’s profit

And work the white man’s gain.

 

Take up the Black Man’s burden---

Reach out and hog the earth,

And leave your workers hungry

In the country of their birth;

Then, when your goal is nearest,

The end for which you fought

Watch other’s trained efficiency

Bring all your hope to naught.

Guiding Questions
  for The White Man’s Burden





What response does Harrison have to Kipling’s poem about colonization?

According to Harrison, how have those colonized be treated?

Harrison wrote this response more than 20 years after Kipling published his poem. By that time, the United States had colonized islands from the Western Pacific to the Caribbean Sea, joining the British Empire in spanning the globe. We had also, along with Great Britain and others, just won World War I. Unlike the British, however, many Americans where now calling for a policy of isolationism and a retreat from our colonial ways. Knowing this, how might Westerners have argued against imperialism by citing the treatment of specific peoples in Africa?

Kipling’s original poem was a response to the colonization of the Philippines. Why does Harrison call this the “Black Man’s Burden?”

How might this poem be received today?

Maps of Africa

From Colonialism to Independence


How were traditional borders taken into account at the Berlin Conference?

How are these maps similar?

How are they different?

What does this tell us about the effects of colonialism on modern Africa?
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What does Kipling mean when he states “Send forth the best ye breed?





What does Kipling mean when he states, “Watch sloth and heathen Folly bring all your hopes to naught”





What does Kaplan mean when he states, “Fill full the mouths of famine and bid the sickness cease;”





What does Kipling mean when he states, “Half-devil and half-child”








According to Kipling, how should colonists view their role in the lives of those they conquered?








According to Harrison, what impact did colonists actually have on the lives of those they conquered?








What does Harrison mean when he states “Send forth the worst ye breed?





What does Harrison mean when he writes about “your cannon, church, and courthouse?”








What does Harrison mean when he states, “leave your workers hungry in the country of their birth?”





What does Harrison mean when he states, “Watch other’s trained efficiency bring all your hope to naught?”





Today (2012)
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