
Key Battles and People of the Civil War 

 

United States of America:  
Maine, Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, Vermont, New York, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 

Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware*, 
Maryland*, Ohio, West Virginia, 

Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, California, 

Oregon, Nevada, Iowa, 
Kentucky*,Missouri*, Colorado**, 
Nebraska**, New Mexico**, Utah**, 

Washington** 
*Border states who allowed slavery 
**Territories who fought for USA 

 
 

Confederate States of America: 
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, 

Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Virginia, Tennessee, North 

Carolina, South Carolina 
 

President:   
Abraham Lincoln 

President:   
Jefferson Davis 

Generals:  
Ulysses S. Grant 
Ambrose Burnside 
Joshua Chamberlain 
George Custer 
Winfield Scott Hancock 
Joseph Hooker 
George McClellan 
Irwin McDowell 
George Meade 
Phillip Sheridan 
William Tecumseh Sherman 

Generals:   
Robert E. Lee 
Lewis Armistead 
PGT Beauregard 
Braxton Bragg 
Nathan Bedford Forrest 
AP Hill 
Thomas Stonewall Jackson 
Joseph Johnston 
James Longstreet 
George Pickett 
Jeb Stuart 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            Key Battle    Date    Fact 

Fort Sumter April 12-13th, 1861 Attack which starts the war 

1st Bull Run July 21st, 1861 1st battle of war, ended any hope 
of politically ending the war 

Monitor vs. Merrimack March 9th, 1862 1st battle between ironclad ships 

Shiloh April 6-7th, 1862 Union victory that 
introduces “total war”  

Antietam September 17th, 1862 Single bloodiest day in 
American history 

Fredericksburg December 11-15th, 1862 CSA’s most lopsided victory 

2nd Bull Run August 28-30th, 1862 CSA almost captures 
Washington DC 

Chancellorsville April 30-May 6th, 1863 Huge CSA victory, Jackson is 
killed by his own troops 

Vicksburg July 4th, 1863 Gives the USA control of the 
Mississippi River 

Gettysburg July 1 – 3rd, 1863 Turning point of war, single bloodiest 
battle in American history 

Chickamauga     September 18 – 20th, 1863 CSA victory as an answer to 
Gettysburg, drives USA out of Tn 

Chattanooga Oct – Nov 1863 Grant given control of army, last 
CSA control of TN 

Wilderness Campaign May 5-7th, 1864 Considered the beginning of 
the end of Lee’s army 

Spotsylvania Courthouse May 8-21st, 1864 Key CSA deaths leaves Lee 
without his most trusted generals 

Cold Harbor May31 – June 12th, 1864 Last major CSA Victory 

Petersburg/Richmond 1864 - 1865 Trench Warfare used 

Sherman’s March To The Sea 1864 Gives Savannah to Lincoln as a 
Christmas gift, war to the people 

Appomattox Courthouse April 9th, 1865 Battle where Lee surrenders 

Bentonville March 19-21st, 1865 Army of NC surrenders, last 
major battle fought in NC 

 


