John F. Kennedy - Nikita Khrushchev

June 3, 1961
Though the handshake pictured here may seem benign, the series of events triggered by this meeting of President Kennedy and then-Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev at the Vienna Summit was nearly disastrous. At the time, tension was mounting over the divide in Berlin between communist-controlled East Germany and capitalist-democratic West Germany, and Khrushchev's threats at the Summit to sign a separate peace treaty with East Germany added fuel to the fire.

Later that summer, Kennedy would go on to say that the United States needed to be prepared to defend its rights in West Berlin, and only weeks later, at Khrushchev's command, the building of the Berlin Wall commenced.

In the year that followed, relations between the US and the USSR became more strained, as both sides tested nuclear weapons, culminating in the Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962.
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1. When you view the photo what conclusions would you come to about the relationship between the Soviet Union and the United States?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. After researching the relationship between Kennedy and Khrushchev what is the real story?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

