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The Presidency of Andrew Jackson

1. Describe Jackson’s life growing up:

2. What is Jacksonian Democracy:

3. Explain the Eaton Affair:

4. Explain the 1831 “Kitchen Cabinet”:  

5. Jackson follows through with his threat to fire inept government:    Jackson took office with great expectations to cleanse government of corruption and restore the nation’s finances. Washington’s elite feared that Jackson would fire everyone that held government positions, even the competent, and replace them with his own people. Although Jackson replaced only about ten percent of the government officers, he held power over, it was a high percentage compared to his predecessors.  The officers he replaced were largely inept, corrupt or were politically opposed to Jackson. For this, Jackson is credited with what he called “the principle of rotation in office,” but others would label it the “spoils system.”

6. How did Jackson attempt to balance the federal budget?

7. What fact about Jackson and our national debt did you learn today:

8. Which devastating decision about the Native Americans did Jackson make?  Explain:

9. The National Bank under Jackson:  fill in the guided notes
With the ________________________________ behind him and his programs in full swing, Jackson turned his attention to an issue that would define his presidency and forever reshape the office he held. In ________, the United States __________________ chartered the private Second Bank of the United States to hold the country’s _____________, make ___________ and regulate __________________. Bank profits benefited ________________ stockholders as well as the U.S. government, which owned ____________ in the bank. In its early years, the bank was riddled with ______________________ and poor ______________________ management. This resulted in economic hardship in the U.S.  Under the direction of the bank’s new president _________________________________, however, the Bank’s fortunes were turned around. The nation’s ___________ was now being astutely managed, producing a good business _____________ as a result.  Jackson realized their important role in the U.S. economy but his ___________________ in banks in general led him to believe the Bank of the United States held __________________ power and could wield it at any moment to ___________ the U.S. economy. Furthermore, he saw the ___________ as a threat to national ______________ since its stockholders were mainly ______________ investors with _______________________ to other governments.  The crux of the issue for Jackson was what he saw as the never-ending battle between liberty and power in government. In his belief system, people should ____________________ some individual ________________ for the beneficial aspects of _____________________. But if any government institution became too ____________________ it stood as a direct ______________ to individual liberty.  Jackson signaled early on in his administration that he would consider re-chartering the Bank, but only if its ______________ were ________________.

10. Jackson Dominates the 1832 election:

a. Who ran against Jackson in 1832?

b. What was the main attack on Jackson during this election?

c. What role did congress play in the 1832 election?

d. In the end, who did the people side with?

11. Explain “Runaway South Carolina”:
12.  What was the positive and negative legacy that Jackson left on the presidency:

13. Describe Jackson’s life after the presidency and his death:
