Herbert Hoover
· President during the height of the roaring 20’s and the stock market crash

· Believed strongly in laissez faire economics and refused to do much to relieve the crash.

· Slaughtered by the press as a POTUS who didn’t care about the people

· In reality he did attempt over 20 times to push economic assistance through Congress but for a variety of reasons, Congress vetoed all but 2 of them

· Very mean spirited, spoke with a lot of bad language, looked down on people that were poor and chose to stay poor, made the White House Staff hide in closets when he passed by so he wouldn’t have to look at them

· Allowed sections of cities to house the homeless in exchange for them not roaming the streets and panhandling, the homeless ghetto’s get the name “Hoovervilles”

· Constantly made comments that while could be true in nature and not intended to harm, but in reality were very mean and hurtful i.e.:  saying that no one starved because he gave soup lines

· Overly confident about winning re-election so he almost didn’t even try, was shocked when Americans voted for FDR in a landslide election

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR)

· Grew up extremely wealthy, highly educated, life of luxury, every wish was granted and the world was his oyster

· His distant relative was former POTUS Teddy Roosevelt, while they were related he really did not know him

· FDR was an extremely active and happy person but always sickly catching every cold and flu as a child, while serving as senator for NY he contracted Polio and became paralyzed from the waist down

· Even though most Americans knew he was confined to a wheelchair now and had almost no problems with that – he was consumed with embarrassment and fear over his disability, he went to great lengths to cover his paralysis  by wearing heavy braces under  baggy pants, arriving early to meetings to get near the podium, driving a car with hand controls and only being photographed sitting behind desks with his wheelchair hidden
· First Hundred Days:  FDR ran on a policy of getting things done and even if a bad option at least trying the option to give hope.  Many of his promises seemed too good to be true and he told the American people that after 100 days in office he would be held accountable for his rights and his wrongs and that if we the people didn’t like how he did the job we could vote him out, many Americans saw him as extremely honest and responsible for owning up to things he did not accomplish 
· Fireside Chats:  over the success of the Hundred Days Speech, FDR went on the radio weekly to give America an update on what was going well and what was not working to fix the country, they were sometimes short radio messages from the Oval Office, where FDR gave the appearance that he was in the average American living room just like the people, (they could hear the dog bark, kids sometimes in the background, other’s voices), the fireside approach gave many Americans a good secure feeling knowing what was happening good or bad.

· Created many work initiatives so that people could earn a paycheck for working instead of free government handouts, those jobs were called “The New Deal”, many had long names and average Americans found it easier to go by their acronyms which looked a lot like the children’s dinner  of Alphabet Soup (yes the same one you buy in the store in today’s world)  hence the New Deal Program’s nickname of “Alphabet Soup”
· Elected 4 times to office of the President, but only served 3 and ½ of them (14 years), he died of a brain hemorrhage shortly before the end of WWII, while he is considered by many to be one of our nation’s greatest presidents, after his death we learn of many skeletons in his closet like extra marital affairs, severe obsessions bordering on  fear of secrets, and betrayals between allies during WWII.

· While many of his actions were impeachable during the Depression, many Americans looked at the bigger picture and accepted that he acted out of presidential powers in order to help America overcome the Depression

