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The Cold War:

-Time period between the end of WWII and 1989 when the USA and USSR threatened each other with nuclear war unless the other country would back down political control of Europe.
-Stalin, Churchill, Roosevelt and DeGualle meet in Yalta, USSR to plan the final punishment of Germany after two world wars.  The allies agree to split Germany into 4 separately controlled countries called “zones”.  Each one controlled by 1 allied nation.  At the Yalta Conference, Stalin openly begins to argue with USA and tensions grow.

-The Iron Curtain:  term used by Winston Churchill to describe the control the USSR had over communication, information and understanding in Eastern Europe.  

-Truman Doctrine:  where ever communism goes in the world, America will go to stop that spread of communism

-Marshall Plan:  1947, Secretary of State George Marshall proposes to Congress that all “Allies of Democracy” world wide should receive financial assistance from the USA to keep communism out.

-Berlin Airlifts:  1948, England/America/France decide to reunite Germany but Stalin refuses. Stalin further blockades the capital city of Berlin from UK/USA/France.  Allied planes have to fly over West Berlin and drop supplies to the citizens of that zone. Stalin plans to starve and “financially strangle” the allies into giving up control of West Berlin and Western Germany.  In 1949, USSR stops blocking the planes from arriving and leaving West Berlin, in exchange, UK/USA/France give their zones back to the German people and they form the new country of West Germany.

-The Berlin Wall:  between 1949-1961, thousands of East Berliners defect to the democratic West Berlin.  To prevent further citizens from leaving their country, the USSR builds a fortified wall between the two halves of the city.  Now citizens from both sides may only enter and leave through 1 of 4 military check points.  Once in the East you are not guaranteed to be allowed back west.

-The United Nations:  group created after WWII to maintain world peace, settle international disputes, fight against hunger and disease as well as increase education for all nations.  Comprised of every nation in the world that wants to attend, governed by a 15 nation security council (5 permanent members are Russia, China, England, France, USA – the other 10 are elected on a rotating schedule).  All 5 permanent members vote the same for the UN to take any action in the world.  

-NATO:  North Atlantic Trade Organization created as an alliance between the USA and nations of Western Europe to prevent attacks from the Soviet Union and Eastern European nations.

-Warsaw Pact:  Alliance created between The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe to prevent attacks from NATO nations.

-Baby Boom:  After WWII, returning veterans started to marry at a much younger age and have much larger sized families than before.  Also with the new creation of antibiotics, Americans are living longer than ever.  This dramatic shift in the number of children in America during the late 1940’s & early 1950’s is called the “Baby Boom”.

-McCarthyism:  Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy builds his career in government by promising to expose hidden communists in our everyday life.  Using the emotion of WWII and the Yalta Conference, McCarthy holds large congressional hearings against American movie, music, sports, political and military icons.  As the trials continue and communists are not found, the American people lose faith in McCarthy and have him Congressionally Censored in 1954.

-The Arms Race:  By the 1950’s, the USA and USSR are the two super powers.  Both attempt to invent and stockpile new and as many weapons as possible.  Since none of the bombs were actually used in a war, dangerous amounts of nuclear weapons are stockpiled adding to the mounting fear of war.  To prove it’s strength with technology, the USSR launches a satellite rocket named “Sputnik” into space; thus proving that they do possess the technology to bomb far away American cities.

-The Bay of Pigs:  In 1959, Fidel Castro takes control of the Cuban Government and makes it a communist country.  Thousands of Cubans who were not loyal to him were exiled to the USA.  In an attempt to overthrow Castro, the CIA trains these refugees to be soldiers and helps them invade a southern Cuban port called “The Bay of Pigs”.  The result is that the invasion fails horribly and the USA is embarrassed in the eyes of the world.

-Cuban Missile Crisis: in 1962, US aerial photos show the Soviet Union building military bases in Cuba with Nuclear missiles.  The USA orders the USSR to stop at once or face war.  The Soviets refuse and the US Navy blockades Cuba with orders to sink any Soviet ship coming or going to Cuba.  After a 13 day stand off, the Soviets back down ending the threat of nuclear war.

-The End of The Cold War:  in 1989, President Reagan and Premier Gorbachev agree to “tear down the Berlin Wall”, reunify Germany into 1 country, lower the Iron Curtain, grant independence to any Eastern European Communist Country who wishes to do so and lower the number of nuclear weapons each country possess. The Cold War ends.

Post War North Carolina: 

-  Governor Frank P. Graham (Dr. Frank) was instrumental to providing all North Carolinians, especially the poor and African Americans, with access to a better education and affordable tuition at state schools even when segregation was alive and well. 
- Governor Kerr Scott’s “Go Forward” initiatives increased taxes to create and/or improve rural roads as well as supported women and African Americans to participate in government 
- Governor Terry Sanford (“Tax-em Terry”) used income taxes as well as wealthy out-of-state donors to create programs to benefit North Carolinians in the early 1960’s, his administration also increased sales taxes, which included taxing food for the first time in NC history. 
- Most jobs in North Carolina were in agriculture and textiles. 
- Labor unions failed because most workers were suspicious of the unions’ possible links to communism. 
- Tobacco and dairy farming were two agribusinesses that grew tremendously in post WWII.
The Geneva Convention:

The Geneva Conventions are rules that tell countries at war how to treat wounded and captured enemy forces and enemy civilians. They were signed in Geneva, Switzerland, by representatives of many countries in 1949.
The Space Race:

During the Cold War the United States and the Soviet Union engaged a competition to see who had the best technology in space. This included such events as who could put the first manned spacecraft into orbit and who would be the first to walk on the Moon. The Space Race was considered important because it showed the world which country had the best science, technology, and economic system.   After World War II both the United States and the Soviet Union realized how important rocket research would be to the military. They each recruited the top rocket scientists from Germany to help with their research. Soon both sides were making progress in rocket technology. The Space Race began in 1955 when both countries announced that they would soon be launching satellites into orbit. The Soviets took the US announcement as a challenge and even established a commission whose goal was to beat the US in putting a satellite into space. On October 4, 1957 the Russians placed the first successful satellite into orbit. It was called Sputnik I. The Russians had taken the lead in the Space Race. The Americans successfully launched their first satellite four months later called the Explorer I. The Soviets again won the race for putting the first man into space. On April 12, 1961 Yuri Gagarin was the first man to orbit the Earth in the spacecraft Vostok I. Three weeks later the US launched the Freedom 7 and Alan Shepherd became the first American in space. Shepherd's craft did not orbit the Earth, however. It was nearly a year later on February 20, 1962 when the first American, John Glenn, orbited the Earth on the Friendship 7 spacecraft.   The Americans were embarrassed at being behind the Space Race. In 1961 President Kennedy went to congress and announced that he wanted to be the first to put a man on the Moon. He felt this was important for the country and the western world. The Apollo Moon program was launched.   In conjunction with the Apollo program the US launched the Gemini program which would develop technology for use on the Apollo spacecraft. Under the Gemini program the Americans learned how to change the orbit of a spacecraft, spent significant time in orbit to learn how the human body would be affected, brought two spacecraft together in a rendezvous in space, and also went on the first space walks outside of a space craft. After many years of experiments, test flights, and training the Apollo 11 spacecraft was launched into space on July 16, 1969. The crew included astronauts Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins. The trip to the Moon took three days.   Upon arriving Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin moved to the Lunar module, called the Eagle, and began their descent to the Moon. There were some malfunctions and Armstrong had to land the module manually. On July 20, 1969 the Eagle landed on the Moon. Neil Armstrong stepped outside and became the first man to walk on the Moon. With his first step on the Moon, Armstrong said "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind".   With the Gemini and Apollo programs the US had taken a huge lead in the Space Race. In July of 1975 with relations between the US and the Soviet Union beginning to thaw, the first US-Soviet joint mission occurred with the Apollo-Soyez project. The Space Race was effectively over.
The Korean War:
-After losing WWII, Japan’s land was separated just like Germany was.  Their main holding, Korea, was divided into two parts, North Korea as communist and South Korea as democratic.  The 38th parallel was used as a dividing line.

- North Korea (the communists) attacking South Korea on June 25, 1950, came as a big surprise to the United Nations.  Communism was a big threat, and because Truman was a Democrat, he felt great pressure from the country to not take it lightly. The North Koreans had two things going in their favor at first: the element of surprise and the amount of manpower they had. When the United Nations met (The USSR was not there), they were all in agreement of support for South Korea. However, most of the manpower and weaponry did come from the United States.
- With the support from the United States, South Korea had at least a little more of a fighting chance. Although the U.S. going over there was a huge help to South Korea, there were still battles that were lost. Once the U.S. started to win a few and push North Korea back up into their territory, China got nervous about the War coming to their country and 
started to fight as an ally with North Korea. 

- All in all, when the war ended three years later in 1953, 4 million people had died. Over 50,000 of those lives were Americans. Eisenhower, who was a Republican, was in office and decided to end the war, basically as a draw. This was the first War that the United States did not win. It also was the first of many wars to come that could be classified as “Cold Wars”.
- The Korean War ended July 27, 1953, with a signing of the Panmunjom Peace Treaty. The War was considered a stale mate, but to this day we keep a lot of American troops over in South Korea, just to make sure the Treaty is withheld and that the South Koreans have protection.  Korea is still divided at the 38th parallel into North and South Korea.
Key People:

Harry S. Truman – POTUS during Korean War, integrated US Military, 1st to practice “containment”
General Douglas MacArthur – Supreme Allied Commander, fired by Truman for disobeying orders

Mao ZeDong – Leader of Communist China

Kim IL Sung – Leader of Communist North Korea

Syngman Rhee – Leader of South Korea 

Josef Stalin – Leader of Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Yuri Gagarin – Soviet astronaut who was also the first person in space

Laika – Soviet dog, first animal in space

Alan Shepard – American astronaut, 1st American in space

John Glenn – American astronaut, 1st person to orbit the earth 

The Vietnam War:

- After WWII, the US backed France’s stand to maintain control of Vietnam, as the communists led by Ho Chi Minh, 
tried to end French colonial rule. 

- At an international conference in Geneva, Switzerland in 1954 divided Vietnam into North Vietnam and South Vietnam after the Ho Chi Minh-led forces defeated the French. Because there was a fight between communist forces in North Vietnam and non-communist forces in South Vietnam, the US became involved with the fighting to stop the spread of communism. 

- Beginning in 1957 and ending in 1975, the Vietnam War was America's longest war and her first military failure on foreign soil. Even twenty-five years later, the Vietnam War era is a difficult and complicated subject, both emotionally and historically.
- US involvement in Vietnam divided our country with those who thought we should help South Vietnam and those who didn’t support that effort.  The Vietnam War story is one that has never been fully understood and probably never will be explained to the satisfaction of those who experienced it – and it will continue to spark debate and controversy for each new generation.
Key People:

Ho Chi Minh - leader of communist insurgency forces in Vietnam (Vietcong) 

John F. Kennedy – POTUS at start of Vietnam War, allowed war to begin

Lyndon Johnson – POTUS for most of Vietnam War, allowed war to escalate

Richard Nixon – POTUS during the end of the Vietnam War, sudden withdraw left our allies alone in war

Ngo Dinh Diem – Leader of South Vietnam

Henry Kissinger – Negotiated the Peace Treaty to end the war

General Westmorland – US main general in Vietnam

Viet Cong – A communist guerilla force in South Vietnam who was supplied and allied with troops from North Vietnam
Timeline:

1959 – 1st American Soldiers killed in Vietnam (Bien Hoa)

1962 – 1st American combat missions against the Vietcong, use of Agent Orange begins (operation ranch hand)

1963 – POTUS Kennedy killed in Texas Johnson takes over, Buddhist Monks begin “fire” protests of war, SV regime falls

1964 – Gulf of Tonkin incident, Congress declares USA can take “any and all action needed against Vietnamese forces”

1965 – US troops arrive in Vietnam, Operation Rolling Thunder begins, Battle of Ia Drang Valley, US college protests

1967 – Operation Cedar Falls, VC tunnels discovered, US Sec of Def states that America may not be winning the war

1968 – Tet Offensive, Battle of Hua, mass graves found, My Lai Village Massacre, 1st peace talks begin

1969 – Operation Breakfast, Death of Ho Chi Minh, US News begins brutal coverage of troops and conflict

1970 – Kent State Killings, War extended to Cambodia

1971 – Pentagon Papers made public

1972 – Bombings of Hanoi and Haiphong, secret peace talks are initiated

1973 – Cease Fire is signed, US troops leave Vietnam, End of the “Draft”

1975 – Capital of Saigon falls to Communist forces 
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