The Interwar Period & WWII
Essential Questions & Standards

Prerequisite Knowledge:
Many topics in this unit will be new and difficult for students to grasp as this is the first time in their academic career that these topics are discussed.  Students should be able to connect the ramifications of the Treaty of Versailles, Wilson’s 14 Points, and other causes of WWII, as well as its major events and eventual end.  It will greatly help if students are able to explain the significance of the Holocaust, the Atom Bomb and the end of WWII prior to arriving to class.
Essential Questions:

· How did politics change under the pressures of war and economic hardships?

· How did the Great Depression and World War II lead to the Holocaust?

· In what ways is the United Nations more successful than the League of Nations? Why?

· How did World War II lead to the development of the atomic bomb?

· In the face of crisis, why do societies want a strong leader?

· How did the Treaty of Versailles facilitate Hitler's rise to power?

· Why is propaganda successful in shaping public opinion?

Learning Objectives:

· H.2.1 - Continuing conflict between nations changed the political landscape of Europe and the world

· H.2.1 - The Great Depression and World War II enabled the Holocaust.

· H.2.2 - The United Nations was formed after World War II due to the ineffectiveness of the League of Nations.

· H.2.3 - World War II led to the development of the atomic bomb.

· C&G.1.4 - As a result of economic struggles during the Great Depression in Europe, people were willing to support the rise of dictators.

· E.1.2 - Germany was destabilized by the economic impact of the Treaty of Versailles after World War I in a way that facilitated Hitler's rise to power.

· C.1.2 - Propaganda was used to influence the actions of society throughout nations during World War II.

Essential Standards:

· 7.H.2.1 - Analyze the effects of social, economic, military and political conflict among nations, regions, and groups (e.g. war, genocide, imperialism and colonization).

· 7.H.2.2 - Evaluate the effectiveness of cooperative efforts and consensus building among nations, regions, and groups (e.g. Humanitarian efforts, United Nations, World Health Organization, Non Governmental Organizations, European Union and Organization of American States).

· 7.H.2.3 - Explain how increased global interaction accelerates the pace of innovation in modern societies (e.g. advancements in transportation, communication networks and business practices).

· 7.C&G.1.4 - Compare the sources of power and governmental authority in various societies (e.g. monarchs, dictators, elected officials, anti-governmental groups and religious, political factions).

· 7.E.1.2 - Explain the implications of economic decisions in national and international affairs (e.g. OPEC, NAFTA, G20, WTO, EU and economic alliances).

· 7.C.1.2 - Explain how cultural expressions (e.g. art, literature, architecture and music) influence modern society.

Major Topics:


The Great Depression, Treaty of Versailles, Causes of WWII, Events and People of WWII
