Unit 9:  The Cold War
 Essential Questions & Standards

Origins, Berlin Wall & Iron Curtain
Prerequisite Knowledge:  students should be able to identify, compare, and explain the various political and economic theories of the post WWII era.  They should also understand how the Russian Revolution and events after the Yalta Conference led to conflict between the USSR and USA.
	Essential Questions:   

1. Was the Cold War unavoidable?
2. How did the Cold War impact America’s foreign diplomacy?




Learning and Clarifying Objectives:
1. Identify how groups of nations influence world events (8.H.1.5, 8.H.2.1, 8.H.3.4)

2. Analyze why conflict between the USSR and USA occurred and explain how the conflict began (8.H.1.5, 8.H.2.1, 8.H.3.4, 8.H.1.1)

Major Topics:

Origins of Cold War, The Berlin Wall, The Iron Curtain, The Berlin Airlifts, The Marshall Plan, The Warsaw Pact, Communism, The Truman Doctrine, NATO, The United Nations
The Korean War & The Space Race
Prerequisite Knowledge:  Students should be able to identify, compare, and contrast the economic and political theories advocated by the United States and the Soviet Union. They should also be aware of key international events of the Cold War such as the Berlin Airlift and the Korean War. 

Essential Questions:

1. How is the Cold War different from other wars? 

2. Did the Cold War have an overall positive or negative effect on American progress? 
Learning and Clarifying Objectives:

	1. Compare and contrast the Cold War to other types of war (8.H.1.5)
2.  Analyze the technology of the Cold War and argue if it was good or bad (8.H.3.2, 8.H.1.1, 8.E.1.1, 8.H.2.1) 

Major Topics:

The Korean War, The Space Race, The Arms Race, McCarthyism, Cuban Missile Crisis, Domino Theory, Containment

	


The Vietnam War

Prerequisite Knowledge:  Students should be able to identify, compare, and contrast the economic and political theories advocated by the United States and the Soviet Union. They should also be aware of key international events of the Cold War 

Essential Questions:

1. What kinds of people protested the Vietnam war? 

2. Was the Vietnam war justified? 

3. Could the Vietnam war had been won? 

4. How did the Vietnam war impact the development of the USA? 

Learning and Clarifying Objectives:

	1. Compare the primary sources from the era to those presented in secondary sources (8.H.1.3) 

2. Identify ways that the Vietnam War determined the future of that country and our own. (8.H.2.1) 

3. Evaluate the effectiveness of the counter-culture movement and it’s impact on society. (8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3, 8.C&G.2.1, 8.C&G.2.2) 

4. Determine the impact of leaders during the Vietnam War had on the outcome of the war (8.H.2.2, 8.C&G.2.1) 

	 Major Topics:

The Vietnam War and Counter Culture Movement


