SAS 937:  Gandhi and the Partition of India: Movie Notes 


NAME: _____________________________         CLASS: ___________________________         DATE: ___________ 



Who (or what) are they? 

	   Indian National Congress Party:

	   Mohandas K. Gandhi:

	   Muslim League:

	   Mohammed Ali Jinnah:

	   Jawaharlal Nehru:


Why is it important?

	   Amritsar Massacre:

	   Religious division of India:

	   1946 violent uprisings:


Focus Question: Should India be partitioned? 


   What have you learned in the Background Movies that will help you answer the question?
Name:

Core:

Gandhi and the Partition of India 

(read and annotate)


In the late spring of 1947, Britain's representative Earl Louis Mountbatten met with all of the principal Indian leaders, including Gandhi, Jinnah, and Nehru. He came away from these talks reluctantly convinced that the only path for an independent India was to create two nations—one majority Muslim and one majority Hindu. In June 1947 he recommended the partition to the British parliament. Parliament approved the plan on July 17, and India was granted independence on August 15, 1947.

The British partition of India created Pakistan, a new Muslim majority nation. The new country was divided into two parts. West Pakistan included much of the former province of the Punjab, the Northwest Territories, Baluchistan, and the Sind. East Pakistan was made up of what was formerly East Bengal. The sprawling city of Calcutta, which the Muslims had claimed as their own but was 75% Hindu, was not included in East Pakistan. Nine hundred miles, the Himalayan mountains, and hundreds of millions of Indians separated the two parts of Pakistan.

More than ten million people were forced to migrate as a result of partition. Muslims in India fled to Pakistan while Hindus in Pakistan fled to India. It was one of the largest human migrations in history. The "Great Migration," as it came to be known, was also one of the bloodiest events of the 20th century. Over one million people died. Many were murdered in religious violence. Thousands starved to death or died from exposure during the trek. Gandhi tried to avert the catastrophe. After calming riots in Calcutta with his presence and appeals for peace, he journeyed to Delhi and began a fast, hoping to reconcile Hindus and Muslims in the refugee-filled city. While his presence did have a claming effect, he angered some fanatical Hindus who felt he was too sympathetic to Muslims. On January 30, 1948, a Hindu fanatic shot and killed Mahatma Gandhi as he walked to a prayer meeting. In the aftermath of his death, religious violence in both countries came to an abrupt halt.

British diplomats with little knowledge of Indian geography or society drew the partition plan in haste in the summer of 1947. India and Pakistan went to war in 1947 and 1965 over the status of Kashmir province, awarded to India at partition but claimed by Pakistan. In 1971 civil war broke out between West and East Pakistan. India backed East Pakistan. West Pakistan was defeated and East Pakistan became Bangladesh, one of the world's poorest nations. Tensions between Pakistan and India continue to this day and have spawned a nuclear arms race on the Indian sub-continent.

Questions for Discussion

1. What were the distinctions between Nehru's and Gandhi's view on Indian partition?
2. What is the responsibility of former colonial powers to their former possessions?
3. How are the ideas of Gandhi, Jinnah, and Nehru relevant to the current struggles in South Asia?

4.While participating in the SAS activity, what fact did you find the most interesting or most important?  Why?

