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Key People of the Constitutional Convention
1. Ben Franklin – brains of the convention, helped draft the constitution, strong advocate against slavery
2. Elbridge Gerry – strong anti-federalist, argued against the constitution and having a standing army, he will later become the vice president of the USA
3. Alexander Hamilton – first secretary of the treasury (money), proposed the British plan which would allow for an executive office, wrote 51 of the federalist papers
4. John Jay – first supreme court justice, his input led to the supreme court, wrote 5 of the federalist papers, focused on creating strong foreign policy
5. Rufus King – helped Hamilton argue for a president, kept slavery out of the northwest territory 
6. James Madison – writer of the constitution, wrote many of the federalist papers, strong advocate for a central government but not the bill of rights (later he would change his mind and argue for the bill of rights)
7. George Mason – father of the bill of rights, argued for the impeachment process to protect citizens, argued against allowing slavery to continue
8. Gouverneur Morris – helped create the legislative branch, helped create our first money/coins, only educated should rule and preference was to someone of royal blood, demanded action against slave holders 
9. Edmund Randolph – convinced congress to leave slavery out of the constitution, created the Virginia Plan, first attorney general of the usa, argued larger states should have more say than smaller states
10. Roger Sherman – founder of the great compromise, father of the legislative branch (suggested that the states should be represented by a senator and the people by a representative
11. George Washington – president of the convention, kept the peace, advocated that a president needed to mediate but not contribute to the legal system, did not believe the Constitution would survive more than 1 generation but set the tone that all who hold office should obey the law and step away after two terms to prevent tyranny from occurring.
