(auses of the American Civil War
i. Missouri Compromise

a. Createcl in 1820 to balance the number of slave and non-slave states in Congress‘

b. Tlorida & Alabama are added as slave, Maine is added as free. Slnor’clg afterwards Arkansas
and Michigan are added to balance the senate number but shiptirxg the number of
rePresentativcs in congress.

c. Pans s]averg in all states admitted to the ( Jnion north of the southern border of Missouri.

56*§O’Paranel will be “the line in the sand”. Missouri is still allowed to have slaves.

2. ComPromise of 1850
a. (reatedto prevent a civil war by a“owing (alifornia to enter as a free state if { Jtah and New
Mexico would enter as slave states. When both southern states were entered to the Union,
they were not suited to garming (dicln’t need slaves) and Populatecl }35 ex-northerners. Both vote
to ban s]avcrg in their state slﬂhctirsg the balance in Congress in favor or non-slave states.
b. To keeP war from occurring the ComPromise agrees to the Fugitive Slave Act (a” run away
slave had to be returned to their masters rcgarc”css of where ’chey were caPturecD as long as the

sale, not Possession of slaves, is banned in Waslﬂington DC

3. Kansa&Ncbraska Act

. Crcated in 1854 }33 Stcphcn Al Douglas

. Poth states had to be allowed to enter the ( Jnion to comP]ctc the | ranscontinental Railroad.
Needed to make Chicago, St. | ouis, Memphis and New Orleans all become major US cities.

. A”owccl citizen of those states to Pick whether s!averg would be a”owcc{, this went against the
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Missouri Compromise.
d. Democrats see this as making both sides haPPﬂ: north can prevent slaverg in northern states,

and the sou’ch s free to ]et the People choose.

0

. Sécrétarg of Warjmqjcrson Davis attempts to overturn this act, claiming that all states should

have the right to choose s]ave/non~slavc status.

4. Bloo&g Kansas/Bleeding K ansas
a. Borcler wamcouglﬁt between Kansas and Missouri 1854-1858

b. Foug}'\t between the abolitionists of free Kansas and the “border ruffians” of slave state
Missouri. Northern states claimed that Kansas had to enter as a free state since it was above
the 36*N latitude line — southern states claimed it could enter as a slave state since it was a
territory and not a state yet

c. Kansas~Nebrasi<a Act of i 854 nullified the Missouri ComPromise a”owing the inhabitants of
each state to choose their slave/?ree status, abolitionist from the regjion flood Kansas’ borders
to sway the vote

d. Connecticut abolitionist John Prown arrives in K ansas and bcgins to raise an army to Fight the

Missouri slave owners, bloody battles erupt and many loose their lives.



5. Dred Scott Decision

a. Court case heard }33 the Supreme Cour‘c in 1857 over slave rights

b. Dred was born a slave in \/irgiﬂia, but later taken to the free state of ]“inois‘ A]Ctergears of ]iving
there, his master died and [Dred sued the federal government for hisfreedom claiming he was on
free soil without a master.

c. The Suprcme Court ruled that first and gorcmost, African slaves were never American citizens
and would never be. T herefore the (Constitution did not protect the rights of slaves. Since
Scott was born a slave, he would be P]acccﬂ under the control of his ex-master’s wife and to
remain a slave.

d. The Supreme Court further rules that the Missouri Compromise is unconstitutional and must
be lifted as well as that the (]S federal government has no right to promote or ban slavery from
land held as a territory instead of a state.

e. Northem abolitionist are outrage&

6. The Raid at r"arper’s Ferry

a. John Brown’s men attempt to establish a militarg base in the Blue Kidge Mts where theﬂ can
launch raids on southern slave establishments with the he]P of armed freed slaves

b. Prownis forced to hold off a’ctacking southern slave owners for | year and go into hiding, when
he returns his army has become afraid of being caught ancl/or scared of a”owing ex-slaves to
handle weapons without proper training.

C. Realizing that he no Ionger has an army to invade the south, he decides to attack the (}S
Mi]i’carg base at HarPer’s FerryJ West \/irginia - hoping that his braverﬁ will ignite a war on slave
owners and free all slaves. Oncc the attack bégins, no slaves come forward to hclp Figlﬂt.

d. Fresident Bucfﬁanan sends the US Mi!itarg under the command of Coloncl Robcr’c . ]leecto
arrest Brown and his followers.

e. A” but 5 of Prown’s men are capturéd, tried and executed in \/irginia for crimes against the US
government. Abo!itionist across the country begin to ]o})by for awar.

7. Election of Abraham Linco]n
a. Thé Républican Far‘ty had run on an anti—s]avcrg Plahcorm, and many southerners felt that there

was no longera Place forthem in the (Jnion. [ incoln oPenly announces that if elected he will

o%’cia”y outlaw the institution of slaverg in northern states. Southern states announce in

Congress that they will leave the USA if Lincoln is elected.

b. On November 6, 1860 Abraham Linco]n was elected Fresic}cnt of the (/lnited States, an event
that outraged southern states. Fearing the country will sP]it in two, | incoln announces that he
will not end slaverg in the south or rePcal the ‘:ugitivc Slave Act, this outrages both sides and

southern “War ]"]awks” use this as fuel to create a new nation.



8. Freservation of the Union/The Attack on [Tort Sumter

a. On December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded. Bg Februarg i, 1861, six more states:
MississiPPi, f:loricla) A]abama, Georgia, | ouisiana, and | exas had left the umon. The
seceded states created the Comcedera’ce States of America and elected Jegerson Davis, a
MississiPPi Scnator, as their Provisional Prcsident‘

b. March of 1861 s Comccclerate troops attack For‘c Sumter in SC to show that they are a
separate country and that thcg have a sovereign right to protect their borders.

c. ]mmcdiatelg Fo”owing the attack on [Tort Sumter, four more states: \/irginia, Arkansas, North
Carolina, and | ennessce severed their ties with the Urxion‘

d. ]:earing that Delaware, Marglanc{, Kentuckg and Missouri will also leave the (nion, Fresidcnt
| incoln declares the impcnding war will not be because of slavcrg or civil righ’csJ but on those

states who unconstitutiona“y left the (nion.



