American Reconstruction Era Essential Questions and Standards

Essential Understandings of Reconstruction:

· Ideological and philosophical views of leaders can affect societal, economic, and political change that may promote or impede freedom and equality.

· Executive, judicial, and legislative decisions, as well as constitutional Amendments, impacted the power and authority of the federal government.

· The development of the American economy and industry may have been rooted in political, cultural, and sectional conflict and compromise.

· As nations expand and become more diverse, serious conflicts may arise over cultural differences.

· The desire for the American Dream encourages opportunities for some while limiting favorable circumstances for others.

Essential Questions for Reconstruction:

· To what extent did tensions between the major political parties and the desire for power impact America economically, politically, and educationally?

· How has the relationship between local, state, and national government changed over time?

· Examine the political, social, and economic reasons why various groups of people took the opportunity to move westward during the 19th century territorial expansion of the United States. What was the impact of this migration?

· To what extent were various groups of people subjected to political, economic, and social discrimination and cultural stereotypes in the mid-19th century?

· How did technological, transportation, and communication advances of the mid- to late-19th century impact the economy, western settlement, and farming?

· What rights should noncitizens have?

· How does the definition of citizen change over time?

· What is the proper balance of retribution and rehabilitation after a war?

State Educational Standards:

AH1.H.2.1
Analyze key political, economic, and social turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of causes and effects 

AH1.H.2.2
Evaluate key turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of their lasting impact.

AH1.H.3.2
Explain how environmental, cultural and economic factors influenced the patterns of migration and settlement within the U.S. before the Civil War.

AH1.H.3.3
Explain the roles of various racial and ethnic groups in settlement and expansion through Reconstruction and the consequences for those groups.

AH1.H.3.4
Analyze voluntary and involuntary immigration trends through Reconstruction in terms of causes, regions of origin and destination, cultural contributions, and public and governmental response.

AH1.H.4.1
 Analyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the United States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.

AH1.H.5.1
Summarize how the philosophical, ideological and/or religious views on freedom and equality contributed to the development of American political and economic systems through Reconstruction.

AH1.H.7.3
Explain the impact of wars on American society and culture through Reconstruction.

AH1.H.8.1
Analyze the relationship between innovation, economic development, progress and various perceptions of the "American Dream" through Reconstruction.

AH1.H.8.2
Explain how opportunity and mobility impacted various groups through Reconstruction.

AH1.H.8.3
Evaluate the extent to which a variety of groups and individuals have had opportunity to attain their perception of the "American Dream" through Reconstruction.

