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Activity 5:  America at Home During WWII – Japanese Internment Camps 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mr97qyKA2s) 

 

1. Which president ordered the Japanese Internment Camps?  When? 

2. Explain what “Executive Order 9066 (EO66)” allowed to happen: 

 

3. Explain what “Public Law 503” did: 

4. What percentage of Japanese who were placed in Internment Camps were really legal American citizens? 

5. How long did the evacuation take? And how many Japanese were interned? 

6. When the internments began it happened in stages, explain what occurred during phase 1: 

 

7. What were living conditions like for most Japanese? 

 

 

8. What reason did the speakers give for complying with the Executive Order? 

9. What was the camp known as “Tule Lake” reserved for? 



10. Explain how lawyers for Fred Korematsu appeal Executive Order 9066 to the Supreme Court by using the 14th 
Amendment? 

 
 
 
 
 

11. How did the Supreme Court rule in the Korematsu vs. USA case? 

12. How did Justice Murphy, Justice Jackson and Justice Roberts differ from the other justices? 

13. When the camps began to shut down, what was the big fear for Japanese Americans returning to their homes? 

14. What does the legal term “Coram Nobis” mean? 

15. What is the Civil Liberties Act of 1988? 

 

16. In your own opinion (there are no right or wrong answers as long as you DEFEND your answer with evidence), should 
a government ever be allowed to alter the daily life of its citizens during a time of war or national threat? In other 
words, does any government have the right and/or obligation to protect its citizens by sometimes removing their 
constitutional rights (again no right or wrong answer as long as you can defend your choice if it helps put gas on the 
fire, look up the USA P.A.T.R.I.O.T Act of 2001) you can also attach your answer to this on a separate piece of paper 
so that you can expand your answer. 


