World History Final Exam Study Guide

Directions: 

Complete this on assigned nights for homework and work with your groups during class. Although this is a mostly comprehensive review, you will still need to study your notes, purple sheets, and anchor charts as you study for your final exams. In fact, I would use those to help you with this guide. Please see me with any questions, or any way I can support you as you prepare for the final. ( 

The Rise of Civilization & (River valley Civilizations)

Important Terms/People:

Historians 

Culture

Artifacts Vs. Fossils 

Prehistory 

Paleolithic vs. Neolithic period 

Nomads 

Neolithic revolution 

Technology

Polytheism vs. Monotheism 
Code of Hammurabi

Theocracy

Important Questions:

What is the difference between Written history and Oral history? 

What is the difference between a primary and secondary source? What are some examples of each? 

Why was the Neolithic revolution a turning point in world history? 

What are the 7 characteristics of civilization? 

What were the four river valley civilizations? 
Describe the governments of  river valley civilizations. 
What was Cuneiform and why was it important? 

What was Hammurabi’s code and why was it significant? 

Who created the first alphabet? 

What was the most significant technological advancement of Ancient India?

What is a caste system?
How did geography influence settlement, trade, and the rise of civilizations? Explain thoroughly. 

What is the silk road and what is its impact throughout the world? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

World Religions

Important Terms/People:

Bible 

Reincarnation 

Triptaka

Torah

Quran 

Sharia

Pilgrimage 

Mecca 

Jesus 

Siddhartha Gautama 

Important Questions

What are the 5 major world religions? 

Name each religion’s holy book, founder, and date of origin. 

What are the five pillars of Islam? 

What is the founding story of Buddhism? 

What are the similarities and differences between the “Abrahamic faiths”? 

Analyze the extent to which the Byzantine Empire influenced the Islamic world and Western Europe. 

How did Islamic cultural achievements influence European technological advances? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Greece and Rome

Important Terms/People:

Monarchy 

Oligarchy

Democracy (Direct/Indirect)

Aristocracy

Codification  
Important Questions
How was Greece influenced by it’s geography? 

What type of government evolved in Greece? 

Describe the Trojan war, Peloponnesian war, and Persian wars. 

How were Athens and Sparta different?

Who was Pericles? Describe his funeral oration. 

How did Rome differ from Greece geographically? 

How was the Roman republic different from the Roman Empire? 

Why did the Roman Empire Fall? 

How and why does Draco’s laws lead to the development of democracy in Ancient Greece? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dark and Middle Ages of Europe

Important Terms/People: 

Constantinople

Bosporus Strait

Great Schism 

Hagia Sophia 

Charlemagne 

Papal supremacy 

Excommunicate

Tithe 

Feudal contact

Medieval 

Important Questions

Why did the Byzantine Empire Fall?

Why was the location, economics, and religion of Constantinople a source of conflict between civilizations? How did this enable the spread of Christianity? To where? 
What was the bubonic plague? What are some other names for the plague? 

How did the plague impact Europe? 

What was the code of chivalry? 

What were the crusades? How was the “holy land” important? What was the “cause” and “effect” of the crusades? 
How did feudalism work? 
Why did Holy Roman emperors fail to build a unified state in Germany? 

Analyze the extent to which Christianity was a unifying force culturally, politically, and militarily in the European empire.

How did disputes over the authority the pope contribute to the schism of the church? What separate Christian views existed after the schism? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Medieval Africa, Asia and Mesoamerica

Important Terms/People: 

Kush

Mansa Musa 

Slash and burn agriculture

Human sacrifice

Genghis Khan

Archipelago

Bushido 

Important Questions

What are the four kingdoms of Africa that we studied? 

How were the pyramids of Nubia different than Ancient Egypt? 

What natural resources did Africa have?

Describe Genghis Khan’s war tactics. 

What is the geography and climate of Japan like? 

How did feudalism in Japan work? 

Describe the culture of the Aztec empire.
How did trade routes increase the power and influence among African trading states? 

Analyze how and why ancient trade routes in West Africa allowed for the development of major empires such as Ghana, Mali, and Songhai. 

What was the impact of the caste system within India? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Renaissance and Reformation

Important Terms/People: 

Humanists 

Medici Family 

Patron

Renaissance man

Machiavelli 

Indulgences

Predestination 

Scientific method

Copernicus 

Kepler 

Galileo 

Important Questions

What is the “Renaissance?” 

How did the Medici Family influence the Renaissance?

What were some of Michelangelo’s greatest works? Di Vinci’s? 

What is humanism? 

What was “the prince” about? 

Who was Martin Luther and what did he do? 

How did the printing press influence the renaissance? 

Describe Henry VIII’s life. 

Who was Isaac Newton? 
What is the printing press and what is its significance on the reformation? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Age of Exploration

Important Terms/People: 

Line of demarcation 

Cortez and Pizzaro 

Mercantilism

Capitalism

Inflation

Conquistadors 

Circumnavigate

Tariff 

Middle passage

Transoceanic 

Important Questions

What were the motives for exploration? (3 G’s) 

What was the “northwest passage”? 

Who was Christopher Columbus? 

What happened in the Aztec Empire with Cortez and Montezuma? 

When the Spanish conquered Middle America, the native population fell by what percent? 

How did Triangular trade work? What resources did each region have?

What were conditions like on the middle passage? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Absolutism and Enlightenment

Important Terms/People: 

Divine right

Charles V

Phillip II

Louis XIII

Louis XIV

Diderot

Montesquieu

Voltaire

Adam Smith 

Important Questions

What is Absolutism?

 What were the causes of Absolutism?

Who built the palace of Versailles? 

What was the enlightenment? 

What was Diderot’s major accomplishment? 

Montesquieu was a political thinker who advocated for what? 

What did Voltaire believe? How did this influence American democracy? 

What did Adam Smith believe? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Age of Revolutions

Important Terms/People: 

Constitution 

Mayflower compact 

Suffrage 

Limited monarchy 

Constitutional monarchy

Salutary neglect 

Fundamental orders of Connecticut

Maryland toleration act

Important Questions
What is a revolution?

What was the glorious revolution? 

What was the English Bill of rights? What were the most influential characteristics? 

Describe Marie Antoinette. 

What were the three estates in France? 

What was the estates general and national assembly? 
What were the four causes of the French revolution?  

What were the causes of the American Revolution? 

What is the Declaration of Independence? What is the significance of the Declaration of Independence on world history? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Age of Industry
Important Terms/People: 
Industrial revolution 

Thomas Edison 

James Watt 

The Wright brothers 

Alexander Graham Bell 

Laissez-faire 

Important Questions
What were the causes of the industrial revolution? 

How was Henry Bessemer an influential person during the industrial revolution? 

How did Henry Ford influence the automotive industry? What is an assembly line? 

What were conditions like during the industrial revolution? 

Discuss the differences between capitalism, communism, and socialism. How did Adam Smith influence this argument? 

Discuss the positive and negative effects of the industrial revolution. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Imperialism and WWI
Important Terms/People: 
Imperialism
Total war 

Nationalism 

Alliance 

Trench Warfare 

Militarism

Ration 

Draft 

Armistice

Propaganda 

Axis powers 

Allied powers 

Important Questions
What are the motives for imperialism? 

Explain each motive. 

How was propaganda used during this time period? 

What was the Berlin conference? Analyze its impact on world history.
What was the “spheres of influence? “ 

What is the difference between direct and indirect rule? 

What were the four causes of WWI?  (Explain each) 

What were the two Alliance systems during WWI?
What was the spark that ignited WWI?  

How did advances in technology influence WWI?  
How did Vladimir Lenin use the failures of Russian leadership during WWI to gain power for the Bolsheviks? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mid 20th Century: WWII
Important Terms/People: 
Holocaust 

Third Reich

Appeasement

Totalitarianism

Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

Normandy, France 

Nazism 

Fascism

Important Questions
Who were the four dictators of the Axis powers? 

What is a refugee? 

How did American isolationism contribute to WWII? 

Describe Hitler’s Plan? 

What were the Nuremburg Trials? 

What was D-Day and why is D-Day significant? 
How did Truman justify the dropping of the Atomic Bomb? 

What was the Manhattan Project? 

Analyze the major causes of World War II, including:  the Treaty of Versailles, the impact of the global depression, and the expansionist policies and actions of Axis nations. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Cold War and Today’s World
Important Terms/People: 
United Nations

Iron Curtain

Berlin Wall 

Containment

Super Power

NATO

38th Parallel  
Domino Theory

Nuclear Proliferation

Globalization

Human Rights 

Important Questions
What were the driving ideologies behind the cold war? 

Describe the Iron curtain metaphor?

How did the cold war create an arms race? 

What is the U.N doing to address Nuclear Proliferation?

How did Korea and Vietnam represent containment? 

Why did methods used by Mao Zedong and Chiang Kai-Shek influence the desire for Chinese independence? 

How did the use of passive resistance by Gandhi help lead to an end of British rule in India? 

What is the partition of India? What is the consequences of this? 

How and why did post-independence struggles in India and Pakistan, as well as later tensions over Kashmir, contribute to ongoing religious and regional divisions? 

How did African peoples challenge European dominance and achieve independence? 

How and why was the nation of Israel established following WWII? 

What factors contributed to the Iran-Iraq war? Consequences of this conflict? 

What factors contributed to the United States-Iraq Wars? Consequences of this conflict? 

What factors contributed to the Israeli-Arab conflicts. Consequences of this conflict? 

What are examples of terrorism and terrorist organizations in the late 20th and 21st centuries? 

How and why did scientific and technological improvements in the second half of the 20th century result in an increasingly global economy? 

In what ways have technological improvements in the second half of the 20th century lead to issues with the use and consumption of global natural resources? 

How and why has the internet allowed for the exchange of ideas to take place at a rapid pace? How has it contributed to greater global interaction? 

What are the reasons for nations supporting free trade and/or the establishment of trade barriers? 

How and why have some countries sought to expand OR limit access to the World Wide Web (WWW)? 

How and why does increased population have a negative impact on the environment? 

What is the intent of the creation of the United Nations? 

What is the importance of international cooperation and multinational organizations in attempting to solve global issues? 

