
Clash of Cultures: Cortes Conquers
Moctezuma and the Aztecs

Titled "Entrance of Cortes into Mexico," this illustration shows Spain's Hernan Cortes (right) being welcomed by the Aztec

leader Montezuma (left). Library of Congress 

Moctezuma was a ruler of the Aztecs. The Aztecs were the native people of Mexico in the

1400s.

Moctezuma was the unluckiest of kings. He was the ruler when the Aztecs were

conquered.

Moctezuma faced the Spanish army and its leader Hernan Cortes in the early 1500s. Both

Cortes and Moctezuma were smart. In the end, Cortes and his army conquered the

Aztecs. 

Central and South America became prized lands

Many ships from Europe were arriving in the area after Christopher Columbus' famous

voyage in 1492. They came in search of gold.

Soon, these native civilizations were wiped out. Both the Aztecs and Incas quickly

collapsed. The Incas were South American natives. Historians have suggested many

causes for their fall.
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The strength of the Spanish army

The Spanish army had not been defeated for 150 years. The Spaniards had cannons,

swords and guns that terrified the American tribes. The Spaniards also had horses, which

the Aztecs had never seen before. The Aztecs fought with wooden clubs studded with

glass-like rocks.

Wars were religious practices to the Aztecs. They captured prisoners to kill for their gods.

Spanish fighters watched from a distance as Aztecs killed their prisoners. Spaniards also

killed Aztec leaders whenever they could.

The Aztecs ruled over other tribes. Many of these native groups resented Aztec rule

because they had to regularly pay the Aztecs. They saw the Spanish as saving them from

the Aztecs. So Cortes used this to help his soldiers. In the final attack, 900 Spanish

soldiers were joined by as many as 150,000 natives.

The Europeans brought with them new diseases. The tribes were unable to fight off these

sicknesses. The diseases killed millions of people.

Moctezuma's belief in magic was his downfall

Finally, Moctezuma and Cortes themselves must be considered. Both were gifted leaders.

But Moctezuma believed in magic, and his religious views may have prevented him from

fighting back hard against the Spaniards.  

Before Cortes arrived in 1519, bad signs appeared to the Aztecs.

A comet so "bright as to turn night into day" lit up the sky. Then, an important temple

burned. Lastly, hunters brought Moctezuma a bird with a mirror strapped to its head. In it

he saw large numbers of people. They "appeared to be half-men, half-deer" and were

coming to fight them. Spies brought tales of giant ships filled with white men. All of this

made Moctezuma upset and he thought that maybe Cortes was a god.

Cortes marches on Moctezuma and Tenochtitlan

Cortes took the bold move of marching in to face Moctezuma on November 8, 1519. He

had a force of 500 Spanish soldiers and more warriors he recruited along the way. Once

Cortes arrived, Moctezuma invited him in.

Once inside the city, Cortes found himself alone and surrounded by the Aztecs. In another

bold move, Cortes kidnapped Moctezuma. He told Moctezuma to come with the Spaniards

or die. Moctezuma went with them. He was killed months later during a revolt by the

Aztecs against the Spanish. Cortes escaped alive.

Cortes returned nine months later. He had a huge army of Spaniards and native fighters.

They denied the Aztecs food and water to defeat them for good.
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Incas fell 10 years later

About 10 years later, the Incas faced Spanish soldier and explorer Francisco Pizarro. The

Incas suffered as the Aztecs did. Pizarro conquered the Incas and claimed their land for

Spain.

Today, the Aztecs and Incas live on in their legends, art, architecture and food.
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Quiz

1 What is the MAIN idea of the section "Central and South America became prized lands"?

(A) Many ships started sailing from Europe after Christopher Columbus became

famous.

(B) Christopher Columbus made his famous voyage from Europe in 1492.

(C) Europeans came to the lands where the Aztecs and Incas lived because

they hoped to find gold.

(D) The Aztecs and Incas were native people who lived in Central and South

America.

2 Which of these sentences from the article would be MOST important to include in a summary

of the article?

(A) The Spanish army had not been defeated for 150 years.

(B) The Aztecs fought with wooden clubs studded with glass-like rocks.

(C) Spanish fighters watched from a distance as Aztecs killed their prisoners.

(D) The Europeans brought with them new diseases.

3 Which answer choice BEST describes the overall structure of the article?

(A) The article explains different reasons why the Spaniards were able to defeat

the Aztecs.

(B) The article tells about the problems faced by the Spaniards when they

fought the Aztecs.

(C) The article compares how the Aztecs were defeated with how the Incas were

defeated.

(D) The article describes the events that led to Montezuma becoming the ruler

of the Aztecs.
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4 Read the selection from the section "Montezuma's belief in magic was his downfall."

A comet so "bright as to turn night into day" lit up the sky. Then, an

important temple burned. Lastly, hunters brought Montezuma a bird

with a mirror strapped to its head. In it he saw large numbers of

people. They "appeared to be half-men, half-deer" and were coming to

fight them. 

What type of structure does the selection have?

(A) cause and effect

(B) problem and solution

(C) comparison

(D) chronology
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Answer Key

1 What is the MAIN idea of the section "Central and South America became prized lands"?

(A) Many ships started sailing from Europe after Christopher Columbus became

famous.

(B) Christopher Columbus made his famous voyage from Europe in 1492.

(C) Europeans came to the lands where the Aztecs and Incas lived because

they hoped to find gold.

(D) The Aztecs and Incas were native people who lived in Central and South

America.

2 Which of these sentences from the article would be MOST important to include in a summary

of the article?

(A) The Spanish army had not been defeated for 150 years.

(B) The Aztecs fought with wooden clubs studded with glass-like rocks.

(C) Spanish fighters watched from a distance as Aztecs killed their prisoners.

(D) The Europeans brought with them new diseases.

3 Which answer choice BEST describes the overall structure of the article?

(A) The article explains different reasons why the Spaniards were able to

defeat the Aztecs.

(B) The article tells about the problems faced by the Spaniards when they

fought the Aztecs.

(C) The article compares how the Aztecs were defeated with how the Incas were

defeated.

(D) The article describes the events that led to Montezuma becoming the ruler

of the Aztecs.
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4 Read the selection from the section "Montezuma's belief in magic was his downfall."

A comet so "bright as to turn night into day" lit up the sky. Then, an

important temple burned. Lastly, hunters brought Montezuma a bird

with a mirror strapped to its head. In it he saw large numbers of

people. They "appeared to be half-men, half-deer" and were coming to

fight them. 

What type of structure does the selection have?

(A) cause and effect

(B) problem and solution

(C) comparison

(D) chronology

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 7


	Clash of Cultures: Cortes Conquers Moctezuma and the Aztecs
	Central and South America became prized lands
	The strength of the Spanish army
	Moctezuma's belief in magic was his downfall
	Cortes marches on Moctezuma and Tenochtitlan
	Incas fell 10 years later
	Quiz
	Answer Key


