Gouge Notes – Reconstruction

(All notes taken from lumenlearning.com)

Key Points
· African-American freed slaves in the South faced a number of struggles after the Civil War.

· General William Tecumseh Sherman passed an ordinance guaranteeing recently freed slaves land after his March to the Sea, but his orders had no force of law and were overturned.

· In the 1870s, Democrats gradually returned to power in the Southern states, sometimes as a result of elections in which paramilitary groups intimidated opponents, attacking blacks or preventing them from voting.

· Blacks were still elected to local offices in the 1880s, but the establishment Democrats were passing laws to make voter registration and electoral rules more restrictive. As a result, political participation by most blacks and many poor whites began to decrease.

· Those who could not vote were not eligible to serve on juries and could not run for local offices. They effectively disappeared from political life, as they could not influence the state legislatures, and their interests were overlooked.
· Most African Americans served in local offices, with very few serving in national offices.

· Hiram Rhodes Revels was the first African American to serve in Congress as a senator.

· Joseph Hayne Rainey was the first African American to serve as a congressman.

· At the beginning of 1867, no African American in the South held political office, but within three or four years, a significant minority of officeholders in the South were black.

· The Fifteenth Amendment guaranteed African-American men the right to vote, but it did not guarantee that the vote would be counted or that the districts would be apportioned equally.
· The term “carpetbaggers” refers to Northerners who moved to the South after the Civil War, during Reconstruction.

· Many carpetbaggers were said to have moved South for their own financial and political gains.

· Scalawags were white Southerners who cooperated politically with black freedmen and Northern newcomers. Scalawags typically supported the Republican Party.
· Many former slaves became sharecroppers, working under a system in which they farmed an owner’s land in exchange for sharing the yield of the crop.

· Farmers who owned their own equipment were tenant farmers and paid a smaller fee for use of the owner’s land. They enjoyed more freedom than the sharecroppers.

· Sharecroppers included both black and poor white farmers and had little, if any, chance for advancement or profit.

· Racial segregation and outward signs of inequality were everywhere and rarely were challenged. Blacks who violated the color line were susceptible to expulsion or lynching.
· The Radical Republicans aimed to undermine the power of ex-Confederates and provide civil rights, such as suffrage, for the recently freed slaves.

· Senator Lyman Trumbull proposed the first Civil Rights Law, which stated that African Americans were to be granted equal rights as citizens in all aspects.

· The Radical Republicans also passed the Reconstruction Amendments, which were directed at ending slavery and providing full citizenship to freedmen. Northern Congressmen believed that providing black men with suffrage would be the most rapid means of political education and training.

· Many of the political and legal advances made by African Americans during the Reconstruction period were undermined by laws passed by individual states and the Supreme Court.
Key Terms
· Ku Klux Klan: A racist vigilante group who violently suppressed black civil rights after the end of the Civil War.

· Jim Crow laws: State and local laws in the United States enacted between 1876 and 1965 that mandated de jure racial segregation in all public facilities in Southern states of the former Confederacy.

· forty acres and a mule: A short-lived policy of providing arable land and an army mule to black former slaves, enacted by Major General William Tecumseh Sherman.

· Reconstruction: A period of U.S. history, from 1865 to 1877, during which the nation tried to resolve the status of the ex-Confederate states, the ex-Confederate leaders, and freedmen (ex-slaves) after the American Civil War.

· Fifteenth Amendment: Prohibits each government in the United States from denying a citizen the right to vote based on that citizen’s, “race, color, or previous condition of servitude” (for example, slavery). It was ratified on February 3, 1870.
· Scalawag: Any white Southerner who supported the federal plan of Reconstruction after the Civil War, or who joined with the black freedmen and the carpetbaggers in support of Republican Party policies.

· Reconstruction: A period of U.S. history, from 1865 to 1877, during which the nation tried to resolve the status of the ex-Confederate states, the ex-Confederate leaders, and freedmen (ex-slaves) after the American Civil War.

· carpetbagger: A pejorative term for a Northerner who moved to the South after the American Civil War, especially one who went South to gain political influence or personal wealth. This term also can refer to someone perceived as intervening in the politics of an area without actually having a connection to that area.

· tenant farmer: A person who farms land rented from a landlord. The renter provides his or her own farming tools and resources.

· sharecropper: A person who enters an agreement with a landowner to farm the land and then pays a portion (share) of the produce as rent. Landowners provide most, or all of the resources needed to farm.

· Reconstruction Amendments: The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution, adopted between 1865 and 1870, the five years immediately following the Civil War.

· Freedmen’s Bureau: A U.S. federal government agency that aided distressed freedmen (freed slaves) in 1865–1869, during the Reconstruction era of the United States; also known as “The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.”

· Charles Sumner: A Radical Republican senator from Massachusetts who led efforts in Congress to provide civil rights to freedmen.

· Radical Republicans: A loose faction of American politicians within the Republican Party from about 1854 (before the American Civil War) until the end of Reconstruction in 1877. Radicals strongly opposed slavery during the war and after the war distrusted ex-Confederates, demanding harsh policies for the former rebels, and emphasizing civil rights and voting rights for freedmen (recently freed slaves).

