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Absolute Monarchs: The Trial of Charles I

Absolute Monarchs: The Trial of Charles I: Movie Notes 



Who are they? 


	   Charles I:

	   Oliver Cromwell:

	   Cavaliers:

	   Roundheads:



Why is it important?


	   Divine Right:

	   Petition of Right:

	   English Civil War:



Focus Question: Did Parliament have the right to try and execute Charles I? 


   What have you learned in the Background Movies that will help you answer the question?

Absolute Monarchs: The Trial of Charles I: Wrap-Up and Discussion Questions 


Following the execution of Charles I, England became the first European power in the modern era without a ruling monarch. Parliament theoretically held power in a commonwealth government. In reality, power rested with the Puritan army and Oliver Cromwell. Cromwell ruled as a military dictator, known as the "Lord Protector," until his death in 1658. By 1660 the English people, fed up with dictatorship and instability, were ready for a restoration of the monarchy.

The Restoration re-established the monarchy with Charles II, eldest son of the executed king. The new king, and later his son, resumed the old quarrels with Parliament over taxation, religion, and power. However, over the next century England gradually established a constitutional monarchy and a stable parliamentary government. The wealth and power of Parliament eventually eclipsed the power of the king.

Questions for Discussion

1. Other than questioning Parliament's right to judge him, what other defense might Charles I have offered at his trial?

2. What are the arguments for and against the "divine right" of kings?

3. How might the Civil War and the execution of Charles I influence future relations between king and Parliament?

