Age of Exploration: Spain in the New World

Age of Exploration: Spain in the New World: Movie Notes 


NAME: _____________________________         CLASS: ___________________________         DATE: ___________ 


Who are they? 


	   Conquistadors:

	   King Charles I of Spain:

	   Bartolomé de las Casas:

	   Viceroys:



Why is it important?


	   Mercantilism:

	   Encomienda system:

	   New Laws of 1542:



Focus Question: Should Spanish colonial settlers accept the New Laws of 1542? 


   What have you learned in the Background Movies that will help you answer the question?

Questions for Discussion

1. What were Bartolomé de Las Casas’ most compelling arguments against the encomienda system?


2. Did Sepulveda refute those arguments effectively? Were the reasons King Charles I issued the New Laws of 1542 primarily political, religious, or economic?


3. How did the geographic realities of colonial politics in the New World challenge the practice of absolute monarchy back in Europe? (Would the Spanish settlers have considered defying the crown’s orders if they lived in Madrid?)

