Basic Facts (at the time of July 31, 1989)
  
Total border length around West  Berlin: 96 mi / 155 km
Border between East and West Berlin: 27 mi / 43.1 km
Border between West Berlin and East Germany: 69 mi / 111.9 km
Border through residential areas in Berlin: 23 mi / 37 km
Concrete segment wall: 3.6m (11.81 ft.) high, 66 mi / 106 km
Wire mesh fencing: 41 mi / 66.5 km
Anti-vehicle trenches: 65 mi / 105.5 km
Contact or signal fence: 79 mi / 127.5 km
Number of watch towers: 302
Number of bunkers: 20
Persons killed on the Berlin Wall: 192
Persons injured by shooting: ca. 200
Timeline
	May 8, 1945
	World War II is over and Berlin is divided into 4 sectors:  the American, British, French in the West and  the Soviet in the East

	October 29, 1946
	A 30 day valid Interzonen pass is required to travel between the sectors in Germany

	June 23, 1948
	Currency reform in Berlin, Berlin is divided into two different currency zones

	June 24, 1948
	Begin of the Berlin blockade

	June 25, 1948
	Berlin Airlift begins

	May 12, 1949
	End of Berlin blockade

	May 24, 1949
	Federal Republic of Germany is founded 

(West Germany)

	September 30, 1949
	End of Berlin Airlift

	October 7, 1949
	German Democratic Republic is founded
(East Germany)

	May 26, 1952
	Border between East and West Germany and between East Germany and West Berlin is closed. 

	December 11, 1957
	Leaving East Germany without permission is forbidden and violations are prosecuted with prison up to three years

	August 26, 1961
	All crossing points are closed for West Berlin citizens

	June 26, 1963
	President J. F. Kennedy visits Berlin and says: "Ich bin ein Berliner." ("I am a Berliner.")

	June 12, 1987
	President Ronald Reagan visits Berlin and urges Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to tear down the Berlin Wall. 

	September 10, 1989
	Hungarian government opens border for East German refugees

	November 9, 1989
	Berlin Wall is opened

	October 3, 1990
	Germany is reunited


General Notes
Until 1961 East German citizen were allowed to travel to West Berlin.   The Wall was erected in 1961 because more than 2.6 million East Germans escaped to West Berlin or West Germany.
 
The life in the West was much better than in the East after 1948. West Germany including West Berlin had got financial help through the Marshall plan from the USA. In East Germany a communist system was established and many people had to suffer under repressions of the Communist party.  East Germany lost too many skilled workers in these years.  West German DM had been exchanged into East German DM at a rate of 1:4.  People with West German DM could get goods very cheaply in the Eastern part of Berlin.

The East German government saw no other way to prevent from escaping to the West via Berlin than closing the border between East and West Berlin on August 13, 1961.  In 1946, one year after the end of the World War II the Soviet Military administration began to safeguard the demarcation lines of the Soviet sectors to the West.
  
Traveling between all sectors of Germany was restricted, and an "Interzonen pass" (Inter-zone passport) was required to travel from one sector to another. The Interzonen pass was valid for 30 days and travelers had to apply for that pass.  Many East German citizens went to Berlin, bought an S-Bahn (suburban train) or U-Bahn (subway) ticket and left East Berlin.
  
On August 13, 1961 the East German government decided to close the 'last gap' in the border to West Berlin and the Berlin Wall was build up.  East German citizen were not allowed to leave the country without permission.  At the beginning people tried to climb over the Wall, or the fences, or they jumped out of the houses (which were in the border area) and/or tunnels were built to escape. Günter Litwin was the first victim who was shot down by East German border guard in Berlin on August 24, 1961.  171 people were killed or died attempting to escape.
Several times people in the Communist countries rose up against the Communist system but they failed.  The victims of the uprisings against the Communist dictatorship in Berlin 1953, Budapest 1956 or Prague 1968 will never been forgotten and many of their names appeared on the Wall.  
In 1989, the first free labor union was founded in the communist Poland. The end of the communist system had begun.  The new leader Gorbachev, changed Soviet politics in 1984.  Gorbachev's reforms, Perestroika and Glasnost, attempted to renew the old Stalinist system, but not replace the communist system.  On August 23, 1989 Hungary opened the iron curtain to Austria.  Erich Honecker, East Germany's head of state, had to resign on October 18, 1989.  At 7 pm on November 9, 1989 Thousands of East Berliners went to the border crossings. At 10:30 pm the border was opened.  That moment signifies the end of the Berlin Wall.  
